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ROMANCING WITH GOD'S WORD 


CRIPTURE reading is an art of great im- 
portance. Carelessness, indifference, and 
laziness in selecting and preparing the 
cripture lesson is unpardonable. There is a 
eat temptation for the busy minister to de- 
end upon original talents to see him through 
ae public prayer and the public reading of the 
ord. This is gross injustice. It is weakening 
ae worship service. Reading from the Word of 
od is an item of vital importance in the wor- 
ip service since Bible reading in our Ameri- 
n homes is declining. It must of necessity be 
ade attractive, interesting, and educational. 
he alert man of God will look upon Scripture 
ah as a tool to accomplish certain definite 
s. 
How can Scripture reading be improved? 
ny minister who will follow a few simple 
les, may become a forceful and inspiring 
ader. A definite step in the right direction is 
je selecting of a readable passage of Scrip- 
re. Many ministers wait until they are on the 
ay to or in the pulpit before the selection is 
ade. Premeditation should play as much part 
preparing the public prayer and the public 
ading of God’s Word as of the sermon. 
Scripture to be read intelligibly must be 
derstood thoroughly. The reader must strive 
know the central teaching of the lesson 
lected. It is quite impossible for a reader to 
nvey an intelligible thought, if that thought 
not intelligible to his own mind. In prepar- 
g a Scripture lesson one should read several 
fferent translations of that particular pas- 
ge. Translations such as Moffat and Good- 
seed will be found invaluable in grasping the 
ntral teaching of any Scripture lesson. The 
ing James version should be used in the pul- 
it. The beauty and purity of the English lan- 
uage found in this version is unsurpassed by 
ay subsequent translation. 
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AND ITS READER 


bee RUPERT 


Author of “Pulpit Prayers”——“Romance of Expository Preaching” and others. ' 


pres cos forth some simple rules for helping ministers to be forceful readers of God’s 
oly Word; and also methods of creating worthwhile lectionaries with the least effort. 


The underscoring of the key words of the 
Scripture lesson is commendable. Putting the 
proper emphasis upon the right word means 
much in making the Scripture reading under- 
standable to the congregation. It is just as im- 
portant to emphasize key words in reading for 
effect as it is necessary to accent the proper 
syllable of a word for the correct pronuncia- 
tion. The timely reader knows the rules of 
emphasis and he applies them. 

The reader will do well to practice his read- 
ing aloud. This method has proven invaluable 
to many ministers. It will clearly reveal errors 
of pronunciation and faulty mannerisms of 
speech. It is a look into the mirror. In this 
way, many offensive mannerisms of speech and 
reading, may be corrected. 

The average congregation is very patient in 
these matters—perhaps too patient for the 
minister’s own good. In every congregation 
there should sit some sympathetic and capable 
person to offer fair and just criticism. Many 
most successful pulpiteers have had such a 
person in the congregation to check for mis- 
takes in English and mannerisms of speech. 
Each minister should make an honest effort to 
discover faulty mannerisms; then set about to 
master these for the sake of the cross. 

Some men are natural readers. They possess 
the power to read properly. However, to be 
able to read fluently, rapidly, loudly, doesn’t 
mean that a person is a natural reader. A 
natural reader consciously or unconsciously 
gives proper emphasis and emotional value to 
each word. To be a good reader one must ac- 
quire the ability to lose one’s self in one’s part. 
This involves knowing the part and feeling the 
part. Impersonation calls for a developed imag- 
ination, insight, concentration and adaptability. 
The Good Reader will concentrate upon the 
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Scripture lesson until he experiences it within 
himself. 

The reader should endeavor to place him- 
self in the writer’s position. “What were the 
conditions surrounding the writing of these 
words?” “By whom were they written?” “To 
whom were they directed?” ‘“‘Why were they 
written?” ‘What passions and emotions did 
the writer experience as he penned these 
words?” ‘Was he angry, reproachful, dis- 
appointed, or was he sympathetic, tender and 
happy?” Questions of this nature will help 
give the essential background for correct Scrip- 
tural interpretation. 


Should a minister be dramatic in the read- 
ing of the Scripture lesson? Above all a min- 
ister must remain natural. However, the laws 
of reading are not taboo in sacred reading. 
Giving proper value to each word means that 
the emotional touch is included. The reader 
must never attempt to mimic voices in the 
public reading of the Bible, even if he is a 
master of that art. Nevertheless, the minister 
should strive to produce the correct emotional 
interpretation of the Scripture lesson. 

Let us examine the parable of the Prodigal 
Son. In this parable we discover many degrees 
of emotion. First notice the selfish, egotistic, 
spirit of the younger brother: 

“Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me.” And he divided unto them his 
living. 

One can almost hear the younger son saying, 
“T’m sick and tired of being buried alive in 
this forsaken place...” “I’m not going to be 
tied to my mother’s apron strings any longer 

..” “The old man owes me a living and I’m 
going to have it...’ How quickly the tune 
changed as he faces the bitter and unmerciful 
consequence of sin. That selfish, egotistic, and 
boastful son becomes a repentant, humble and 
homesick soul. Now read— 


And when he came unto himself, he said, 
“How many hired servants of my father have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and 
will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven, and before thee. And am no more 
worthy to be called thy son; make me as one of 
thy hired servants.” 


With the exception of the first appearance 
the younger son’s soul is caressed with repent- 
ance, humility, and a sense of helplessness. 
There’s a plea in every look, in every facial 
expression and in every word for mercy and 
for forgiveness. We meet the elder brother but 
once. His speech is filled with passion, hate, 
censor, rebuke and jealousy. 


“Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy com- 
mandment. And yet thou never gavest me 
a kid, that I might make merry with my friends. 
But as soon as this thy son was come, which 
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hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou 
hast killed for him the fatted calf.” 

The father we meet twice in direct quota- 
tion. When the father meets the younger son 
at the gate there is an uncontrollable joy in 
his voice, When in conversation with the elder 
son his eyes are filled and his heart is heavy 
with disappointment. His words are now some- 
what slower, but they still remain soft and 
tender. As the father comes to the climax of 
his speech with the elder son, his voice in- 
creases in speed, volume and joy. Nevertheless, 
the softness and tenderness is held through- 
out the father’s words. 


“Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
have is thine. It was meet that we should make 
merry, and be glad; for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; was lost, and is: 
found.” 

If the right emotional touch is applied in 
these words of the father, a congregation will 
be moved. The emotional touch is as important 
as the proper emphasis. Before the reader can 
feel what he says, he must understand it. The: 
successful pulpiteer must understand and ap~ 
ply the doctrine of impersonation to the public 
reading of the Word. 


The voice should be natural and sincere—not 
artificial and stiff. To be sincere one must be- 
lieve passionately and enthusiastically in the 
value of the thing being read. It was said of a 
bishop who took part in the funeral service of # 
late President of the United States, ‘“He reaa 
with tremendous effect, the voice full and melo- 
dious, and every word given its value and its 
caress. It was magnificent, but, I thought. 
more actorial than priestly.”’ In other words 
more artificial than sincere. Showmanshiyj 
must be avoided at all times; humility ano 
naturalness are the true marks of success. Im 
reading, as in preaching, a man must remain 
himself. He should lose himself in his task; 
That is an underlying principle of success. 


Every minister should aim at a constructive 
Scripture reading program. The necessary re: 
quirement in building a program of this charac: 
ter, is to know the Bible. Many know about tha 
Bible. They know what this author or tha 
critic has to say about the Bible, but they 
neglect to discover what the Bible has to say 
for itself. This one item of knowing the Bibla 
will revolutionize a ministry. The Bible is the 
Minister’s tool; and he ought to be skillful in 
handling it right. 

The creation of a lectionary will be benefii 
cial both to pastor and people. If it is developeo 
properly, the minister will discover himsel:! 
moving in a much larger circle. The average 
minister is confined to a comparatively small 
area as far as the Scripture lessons are conf 
cerned. Scripture lessons should be read b» 
design and not by accident. Many of the great 
est chapters of the Bible are seldom read from 
pulpit; while other chapters of less impor? 
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tance and beauty become conspicuous through 
repeated reading. 

The Jews followed a definite cycle in read- 
ing from the Torah and the sacred writings. 
The Pentateuch was read in order. It took 
about three years to cover the whole book. The 
reading from the Torah and the sacred writ- 
ings was given an important place in the wor- 
ship service of the Synagogue. On the Sab- 
bath day seven persons were selected to do the 
reading; on days of Reconciliation six persons 
read from the book; on feast days five persons 
were sufficient; while on the feasts of the 
tabernacles only four persons were needed. 
The Scripture reading was rehearsed the day 
before the service. However, the lectionary of 
the prophets followed no particular order. 
There was but one rule applicable, the reader 
in selecting a passage of Scripture must not 
go back of the previous selection, but must go 
forward. We discover that the preaching was 


trip, rather breathless with the thrill of it. 
While the glow is with me I want to tell 
you something about it that you might share 
the pleasure of it with me, and be incited to 
ake a similar trip of your own. 

The genesis of this experience came upon 
e unexpectedly. I was giving my desk a 
onday morning tidying up. Something made 
e suddenly remember a tentative possibility 
or the use in the service next Sunday. It had 
ceurred to me that it would be a profitable 
hing to take a series of hymn tune names and 
ake them the basis of a tour, or remembering 
Wordsworth, an excursion, so that the fra- 
ances of history and memories of battles 
ong ago might come to an enriching useful- 
ess. 

With a quickly made decision I picked up our 
hurch hymnal lying near, which, fortunately 
or my appointed task, was not over big. It 
ontains about two hundred hymns. I began 
to page the book with eye intent upon the 
itles of the hymns. The first page landed me 
in Italy. Like birds to may garden came a flood 
f thoughts. From Italy has come—but I 


| HAVE just returned from an unexpected 
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invariably separated from the reading of the 
Bible. 

The study of the lectionary found in the 
Book of Common Prayer will be an invaluable 
aid to any minister, who desires to plan a con- 
structive Scripture reading program in his 
church. The lectionary should follow one rule: 
“Produce the cream and essentials of the 
Bible.””’ The fundamentals of the way of 
salvation. 

There are several ways of creating a lection- 
ary. It may be built around subjects, doctrines, 
and characters. Another method of building 
a lectionary is to follow the most important 
chapters throughout the Bible. The congrega- 
tion may be called upon to help formulate a 
most popular lectionary. Circulate question- 
naires seeking to learn the mind of the con- 
gregation. There are many ways to create 
interesting and educational lectionaries. Just 
a little thought and a little work along this line 
will pay in big dividends. 


HYMNBOOKS GEOGRAPHICALLY 
CONSIDERED 


FRED SMITH 


stopped the incoming right there. I marvelled 
at my more than Canutian strength. I turned 
the page and I was in an ancient city that 
spoke to me of wordy battles long ago: Nicaea. 
Now just where was Nicaea? I cannot recall 
that I ever knew. It was a creed’s name to me. 
Now it is a city’s name. I studied it with refer- 
ence to the growth of men’s loyalties, not with 
respect to its location. But I must hurry on. 
This is only hymn number ¢wo. And there are 
two hundred! 

Louvan is our next stop. Now, is that the 
name of a place? It reminds one of Louvain. 
I will return and inquire into that at my leisure. 
Just now onward I page and find myself re- 
garding reminiscently the name of Lyons. I 
have never been to France, but I have been to 
London. Once I was there on a Sunday long 
ago. I was in search of a dinner but it was the 
Sabbath. Then appeared the name of Lyons 
like an oasis in a barren desert. But today the 
name has reference to religion. Then it had 
happy relationship to a restaurant. I wonder 
why someone used the name of Lyons for a 
hymn tune? Europe once had a lot of religion. 
But the next name intrigues me even more in 
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that respect. It is Marion. Let me see, was 
that not the dwelling place of a recent Presi- 
dent of these United States? I wonder if that 
is the Marion someone thought to immortalize? 
Main Street in a hymnbook! That is an achieve- 
ment indeed! 

But the next page is turned and I light upon 
Kremser, a Netherlands Folksong. This is 
eatholicity with a virtue. And bless my soul, 
Rotterdam is next, and, passing by Canonbury, 
since I know not if that name has geographical 
content, we come to Lucerne. Would that I were 
sailing that blessedness of blue that fore- 
grounds Lucerne. Then would my spirit be at 
rest and my mind be free from worrying. Like 
a benediction comes the name of the next hymn 
tune, attached to Mary Lathbury’s lovely hymn: 
“Day Is Dying in the West”: Chautauqua. 
There must be lovely sunsets at Chautauqua. 

Lucerne and Chautauqua! Savor their love- 
liness with me. I pray the telephone will not 
ring within the next few minutes. But what is 
Ar Hyd Y Nos? Welsh, of course, but is it 
Wales? I have been to Wales and spoken some 
of its singing names: Llanfairfechan; Betty- 
coed; Snowdonia. One has to be somewhat 
of a linguist to appreciate the hymn tune names. 
Some day I will brush up on this Welsh phrase, 
but not now. For the turned page brings me to 
Hursley. Keble’s village! Does that mean any- 
thing to you. Echoes of an Oxford movement 
long ago, And Newman, and Froude and 
Pusey. And Keble wrote The Christian Year. 
Like incense rising in the evening air is the 
memory of this man with his benedictory hymns. 
I turn the pages and, lo, I am in Truro. 

Truro. Were you ever there? It is the place 
that neighbors Paradise. Cornwall environs 
it. The Wesleys preached down there at Gwen- 
nap Pit to a congregation twenty thousand 
strong. They have a cathedral in Truro, very 
young as cathedrals go. And in it they have 
a terra-cotta scene of the Crucifixion. When 
I was there last, some thirty years ago, they 
had an apoplectic verger who went into hysteria 
because my girl friend went into the cathedral 
uncovered. No, she was not a nudist. Just did 
not have a hat on. And the pure man thought 
the heavens would fall unless the lady covered 
her head. She did. Her husband-to-be loaned 
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her his “straw.” It wobbled around on her little: 
head. But the verger was satisfied. Truro: 
many thoughts come back to me on seeing that 
name again. 

I turn the pages. Here is, for good measure,, 
Terra Beata; the Good Earth. And I find my- 
self thinking of Pearl Buck. And the very next. 
hymn takes me from Pearl to Paul. It is Anti- 
och. The place where men were first called 
Christians. Time presses and I go on and, of. 
all things, here is a hymn called St. Louis. Does: 
this refer to a man or a city? It is attached to 
a hymn by Phillips Brooks. I wonder if Brooks 
ever was in St. Louis. A brief investigations 
seems to indicate not. 

But I see that I can not continue the tour 
so far as this article is concerned, in this de- 
tailed fashion, else a book will be the result. 
But for my own pleasure I am going to do it. 
And you are too, are you not? With such @ 
purpose achieved many things will have beer 
added to your life. To go through with such am 
intention is to have brought home to one’s self 
again the catholicity of the Christian faith; the 
range of its influence and the length of it. 

Before I was through with the hymn book I 
had found myself in Thuringia, a name to evoke 
fairies; in Swansea whose other name is now 4 
swamp of despair. I saw the name of Lanca- 
shire. I come from that county; the Land oj 
the Fist and Spear. I touched Russia, ana 
Germany. Ah, once the choir stalls of Christen. 
dom, but now???? There also appeared thei 
name: Finlandia. What a lovely name. To 
have said Finland would have spoiled it alll 
“Finlandia” must be a place of ocean sprayee 
rocks and misty headlands rainbow hued in a 
struggling sun. And there was one hill menz 
tioned: Muswell Hill. Something must have 
hallowed that hill to somebody or other. Ano 
one church: St. George’s Windsor. And there 
Sarum where evidently good religion existee 
before it became the home of rotten politics in 
days gone by. Then there was the name of thu 
place that never was, save in imagination, ano 
that with a vengeance: Armageddon. And tha 
land that is to be: The Land of Rest. I closee 
the book. My journey was done and I saz 
thinking of faraway things. It had been =: 
wonderful trip. 


ve 


——_+ 


Expositor © Homiletic Review—July, 193. 


HOW READEST THOU 


CLARENCE M. SEAMANS 


a recent number of The Expositor, en- 

titled, ‘‘Will Christ Come Back Again to 
this World,” and deeply feel that the state- 
ments of the writer should not be allowed to 
pass without a protest. I note some very seri- 
ous objections to certain statements made by 
the author of the article in question. 

First, as to the background of this doctrine: 
We quite agree that it dates back to the days 
when Christ was here, and that it was held as 
an indispensable belief by the early church. 

The hope of the church is always set forth 
as resting upon the glorious appearing at the 
end of the dispensation of grace. Death is 
never in any single instance even remotely 
hinted at as a thing to be desired or hoped 
for, but rather called by Paul an “enemy.” 
(it Cor 15:26.) 

The writer states what he conceived to be 
the idea of the two ends of the Lord’s coming, 
as held by some. Just what he means by the 
setting up of a ‘Political Kingdom,” is uncer- 
tain. If he means that it is the thought of any 
sort of a political kingdom such as history has 
revealed, many of us will take issue with it. 
The teaching of Jesus is that he was born to 
be King, and for that purpose he came into the 
world. He assured his disciples that it was his 
Father’s good pleasure to give them the king- 
dom. The prophet declared that Jesus was to 
reign on the throne of his Father David for- 
ever. The fact that this coming kingdom for 
which we are told to pray will be totally unlike 
the kingdoms of this world, does not in the 
least militate against the belief that it be a 
literal kingdom, when Christ will reign with his 
redeemed and immortalized people on the re- 
deemed earth. We quite agree with the 
writer that the preaching of the Gospel and 
the offer of salvation will not extend beyond 
the time of the Master’s appearing at the end 
of the age, and therefore do not find any scrip- 
ture that leads us to believe he will come in 
any personal sense for the purpose of “‘making 
preaching effective.” 

He says that the words, “‘second coming”’ 
are not found in the scriptures! We are sorry 
that the writer should make such an assertion. 

The apostle Paul is credited with these 
words: “It is appointed unto man once to die, 
and after this the judgment. So Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many, and unto 
them that look for him shall he appear the 
second time without sin unto salvation.” 


if HAVE read very carefully the article in 
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Whether we think of our Lord’s return as a 
“coming,” or a “presence,” is immaterial. If 
and when he does come, it is obvious he will 
be present. The very fact that there is assur- 
ance in the scripture that there will be a future 
coming, or presence, proves that in the under- 
standing of his glorious appearing, he is now 
absent, and will be till he comes. 

Consider the so-called several comings that 
are referred to: The first coming is said to be 
“his coming after his death in order to make 
it evident to the disciples that he continued as 
their ever-living Lord.” This was not a coming 
at all, for he had not gone away. He was still 
on the earth. He said plainly to Mary, “J have 
not yet ascended to my Father.” The next 
coming referred to is said to be ‘‘to the dis- 
ciples in the person of the Holy Spirit.” We 
certainly cannot by any scriptural argument 
make the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pente- 
cost mean the same thing as the glorious com- 
ing, nor is there any allusion here to a coming 
in any sense such as the early Christians would 
regard as the fulfillment of their hope to see 
Jesus face to face in his coming glory. 

Another “‘coming”’ referred to, is said to be, 
“His coming to remove his people from this life 
to the life beyond, taking them to His Father’s 
house.” I am unable to find such teaching in 
the New Testament. If Jesus now comes to 
take his people to His Father’s house at the 
event of death, who came to take them there 
before Jesus came into the world and died on 
the cross to redeem them and rose again for 
their justification? Paul declares that death 
is an enemy, and he gives thanks to God that 
the time will come when we shall fully share 
in the victory of Christ over death, for then 
“shall be brought to pass the saying: O death 
where is thy sting? O grave where is thy vic- 
torynue 

Is death the obedient servant of Christ to 
assist him in removing us from this life to his 
Father’s house? Where in the New Testament 
is death extolled as a thing to be desired or 
hoped for? Is it not rather that always the 
return of Christ in his glory, the sounding of 
the trumpet of God and the voice of the arch- 
angel which we are exhorted to look, hope, and 
even pray for? Looking through the scrip- 
tures, we find that death is called ‘“‘sleep.”” Not 
sleep of the body, merely, but a sleep of the 
individual; all of that is understood to compre- 
hend a living, conscious, personal being. When 

(Continued on page 359) 
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The Spring of Souls 


T is an amazing city of industry. It pro- 
| duces between two-hundred and fifty and 
three hundred individual products running 
from table salt, aniline dyes, bromides and 
dust-settler for new roads, all the way to a 
metal which is lighter and stronger than alumi- 
num. For each of the several hundred prod- 
ucts, there is a separate production plant, 
streets and streets of them, laid out like a 
city, having its own bus service on schedule 
time, its own fire department, its own mail 
service, its own hospital, in fact its own rail- 
way system and boiler plant. 

I had come directly from the depths of na- 
ture’s wilderness to this one of man’s making. 
The contrast was a marked one. Here, I saw 
numerous products in manufacture, products 
they alone can make, yet products which come 
to us as the output of concerns as far away 
from this town geographically as one end of 
the earth from the other. I saw a mountain of 
salt, growing more mountainous every minute 
with a never ending stream of salt falling from 
high up in the storage house, where an endless 
belt was endless in truth. I saw huge piles of 
stored bagged products, piled with mechanical 
regularity high among the steel girders far 
overhead and resembling in form, if not size, 
the adobe-built structures of the far South. 


Marvelous as the day spent touring such a 
city, I confess that even for one mechanically 
minded, the effect was one of confused impres- 
sion. It was too large, too active, too extensive 
to leave one with much more than a weird sense 
of new smells and new noises. But one reac- 
tion it did leave and that an impressive one. 
Sources are always intriguing. Never more so 
than here for all these many processes, the 
endless grind and clash of heavy industry, all 
these thousands of workers, this whole-rami- 
fied and widely diversified institution was con- 
cerned with one thing, making something of 
value out of what appeared to be spring-clear 
water which was pumped from a short line of 
wells nearby, Nature’s brine. Even the alumi- 
num-like metal came from it, 
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olumns 


And we sometimes refer to “‘being about the 
Father’s business.” If you are ever lacking in 
inspiration or vision concerned with just what 
you may accomplish with the one source-mate- 
rial given you upon which to work, I hope it 
may be your privilege to visit the Dow Chemical 
Company of Midland, Michigan. We haven’t 
even started to work yet and still we talk about 


the spring run dry. 


Facing Life 
T a recent poll conducted among students 
A at Westminster College only 20 out of 
600 said they would prefer to live in the 
future. The rest chose the past. The faculty, 
however, chose the future. To live in the pres- 
ent or the future requires effort and striving. 
It requires meeting issues and developing char- 
acter. A desire to live in the past is evidence 
of a dream world. It is easy to choose a pic- 
turesque period, encircle it with romance and 
easy living, and then make out that it has been 
an ideal time. Such desire may be evidence of 
an attempt to escape reality or a lack of desire 
to strive or accomplish. 


We meet it with many people. Are they los- 
ing the ability to face life, to meet test and 
trial, to struggle and achieve? Are they falling 
into the sin of blaming conditions rather than 
themselves? Perhaps we need a further train- 
ing in the searching of soul which leads not to 
a dream world, but to a facing of facts as they 
are. When people desire to have things done 
for them instead of striving for themselves 
there is a decrease of character and morale, 
along which way lies a measure of ethical and 
moral ruin. “Be ye therefore perfect”? was not 
for lazy people, but for those willing to face 
life with the Christ and to triumph by His 
Spirit—W. R. Siegart. 


ee eT 
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A Straw In the Wind 


HEN the time came for them to leave, 

he slipped easily into a light coat which 

must have come in handy, for the 
May night was chill, and told us of just hay- 
ing come to Cleveland from San Antonio, 
where he had spent and enjoyable evening lis- 
tening to a concert by Nelson Eddy. 

As he talked his hands worked slowly behind 
his back fingering what he shortly held out, a 
new straw hat. Straw hats had been in season 
for sometime in the southern clime from which 
he had come, but it was still weeks before fickle 
Fashion, or whoever it is who says, decrees 
they may be worn here. 

Laughing he held it out, shiny, trim, new 
thing that it was. He quietly said he sup- 
posed it was a bit early for them here, that it 
was a bit “balmy”’ in the chill weather we were 
having, but as he left the house he left wearing 
the new straw hat, season or no season. 

I have been watching for the first straw 
hat in Cleveland. I haven’t seen it yet. If the 
cool weather holds out it will be some time be- 
fore they lure popular fancy, and I can’t get 
the picture of his able head topped by a straw 
hat before the season from my mind. Neither 
ean I cease in admiration for that business 
man or that preacher, who in spite of the fact 
that “it just isn’t being done” for one reason 
or another, goes his way calmly, knowing that 


what is in the head is of vastly more significance 


than what is on it. 


A Few Words From the Pastor 


It is not Where you came from, but Where 
you are going that matters. 

Where there is no difference of opinion there 
is usually little of opinion. 

An optimist is a man that does not care 
what happens, so long as it does not happen to 
him, 

Science says that feet are the first part of 
the body to go to sleep. Preachers knew that 
long ago. 

Churches have three kinds of members— 
Pickers, Kickers, and Stickers. 

What’s the matter with the church? 
in the mirror. 

In the old days if the driver got drunk there 
was enough horse sense left to get home safely. 

Most of us see in others the faults most 
noticeable in ourselves. 

“Not a thought in a Carload’” can be writ- 
ten over much of our modern literature. 

Patriotism too often is willingness to sacrifice 
someone else’s life for your country. 


Look 


S@ike AND CONSOLE 


PRELUDE 
Battle Prayer Himmel 
Andante in G____ Batist 
With Verdure Clad Hayden 


[Ein tab en INGUTS eee Lefebvre-Wely 


Morning Song___ Stebbins 
In Summer ki: Stebbins 
Deep River__ _Gillette 
Sabbath Calm ze Christian 
Goin’ Home Dvorak 
Supplication 2 é, _Hosmer 
OFFERTORY 
Traumerei _Schumann 
Romance in C__- x = _Maxson 
Liebeslied _Cadman 
Andantino 7 _Botting 
Angelus Be Massenet 
A Shepherd’s Tale_ ___Nevin 
ANvackevouwe chal 183 IEW Lowden 
Oferlolcu _Shackley 
Two Angels——__ a 2 Whiting 
Berceuse in C pasts loe ss aaee ___Kinder 
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—C. F. Banning. 
ANTHEM 
andtoteloperand Glovyase= == Elgar 
Lead Me O Lord Peery 
He Calls To Me Shure 
Tarry With Me _Baldwin 


(Lom nheexOn@ quit y see ee ee Eickberg 


The Lord is Exalted___ J West 
O Lord of Life___ Es Salter 
O Let The Nations Be Glad________Kinder 
OsMord OursGovernons==.. =.= Gadsby 
God Is Our Hope eau __Brewer 
POSTLUDE 

esinell WikewKen = ___Schmecker 
Jubilant __ a Solly 
Grand March (Aida) elie = Weraeiit 
Postlude in C a _~Muller 
American Rhapsody ik Yon 
March in A Wareing 
March Jubilante Battman 
Paean Heroique = ___Diggle 
Allegro Moderato =___-__Faulkes 
Festal March J es _Kroeger 
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Vacations 


After re-reading George A. Campbell’s 
whimsical “Apology for a Vacation” in the 
Christian Evangelist, it occurs to the writer 
that many ministers who feel ‘‘an accusing 
conscience”? where vacation plans are con- 
cerned might well look upon those times apart 
as giving the Lord a chance to work upon them. 

“Of course we are here to work,” but why 
should ministers not accept the fact that there 
are two sides to this program of a Ministerial 
Calling, and a most vital realization must come 
to all of us that it is HIS WILL we are here to 
carry out, and that hours spent in listening for 
instructions are quite as much a part of the 
work as those things we map out for ourselves 
in our anxiety. 

Let us accept with joy and gladness the 
prospect for a sojourn apart from our usual 
cares, gleefully plan for the widest possible use 
of the privilege according to our means, arm 
ourselves with a good book of Evangelistic 
thought, a good book on meditations—probably 
there would be room for a copy of Lewis’ 
“Christian Manifesto,” and Rufus Jones’ 
“Testimony of the Soul’—and make the most 
of it. 

The Master was a worker, but He also knew 
the art of rest—a time for renewing the spirit. 


Beware of Solicitors 


“Down-payments on cut price equipment,” 
is the never-ending theme of letters from un- 
suspecting ministers who allow themselves to 
be sold by unidentified persons that “some- 
thing for nothing” may be had by signing on 
the dotted line, and making a down payment. 

Gifts to Churches are not made by persons 
going about with order books, asking for sig- 
natures and down-payments. Let us make an 
unfailing rule of making our purchases from 
reliable companies, who will back up their 
promises with actual deliveries in return for 
money paid to them. 

“Today a Methodist Pastor of years of serv- 
ice in this state,” writes a Stained Glass Crafts- 
man of unquestioned reputation, “advised us 
that persons representing themselves as from 
our studio had called on him. Fortunately this 
pastor was acquainted with our personnel and 
was not deceived. A low quotation is made, an 
order blank presented for signature, 25% of 
the price is asked as a down-payment, and then 
nothing is ever heard from the solicitor. 

“Last year an order was taken from a church 
in Kentucky for our firm,” writes this same 
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artist, ‘‘and we have not yet learned who took 
the order.” 

Again we learn that one so-called Art Glass 
Window Manufacturer is offering special prices 
on “cheap painted work” figured at 50c for 
each section of window measuring about 10x18 
inches. We are assured by authentic sources 
that glass of second run, or glass purchased 
from wrecking companies would be the only 
base stock available at such a price, and that 
labor costs would have to be added in order to 
make deliveries without loss. 

Unscrupulous persons find it easy to ply 
their trade among trusting citizens, especially 
among ministers who are perforce interested 
in buying at a saving. Let us be sure that we 
do purchase at a saving by placing our orders 
in the hands of honest persons who publish 
their prices, the quality choices, and their 
terms. Any salesman who cannot wait for you 
to communicate with the firm he claims to rep- 
resent is not on the square, and ministers who 
patronize such persons are simply encourag- 
ing and prolonging such practices. LET US 
LEARN TO SAY, “‘NO!” to questionable bar- 
gains. 

e 


Some Reasons for Attending Prayer Meeting 


1. God is there. Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. He is there to meet you, to bless you, to 
hear your requests, to hold communion with 
you, 

2. It is an appointed meeting place of God 
and His children. 

3. It is good to be there. There you hear 
His Word, sing His praise, and call upon Him 
in prayer. The soul is refreshed, the strength 
is renewed. “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength.” 

4. Your condition requires it—to be with 
Jesus and with His children, to receive the 
strength, the refreshings, the light, the en- 
couragement found there.—Simpson Summons. 


e 
Well-Dressing in Tissington 


“Among England’s many colorful ceremo- 
nies, none is more beautiful than the quaint 
custom of well-dressing,” writes Murial Lester 


A Service to Our Readers 
‘THE Methods section is a common meeting ground 


_~ for ministers everywhere. Kinks and ideas concern- 
ing the management of Church Institutions, Groups, 
Associations, questions on Building, etc., are welcomed. 
Questions will be answered when accompanied by a 
stamped, addressed envelope. 
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in the May 15, 1937, Christian Advocate. The 
istory of the ceremony is well worth reading, 
nd the method of making the picture for 
dorning the well is worthy of reprint and 
ramatization. Read this vivid description: 


How Is the Picture Made? 


We went to see the villagers at work. In a 
isused stable we found the vicar and his wife, 
embers of the squire’s family, farm laborers, 
ricklayers, gardeners, village shopkeepers, all 
obnobbing together. Differences of class were 
orgotten as they busily filled in the designs. 
hey needed no paints, no stones, for beside 
hem in baskets were myriads of flower petals, 
uds, berries, leaves, rice, maize, and rhubarb 
eeds. 

There was work for everybody. One old 
ady, no longer nimble-fingered enough to place 
he tiny flowers deftly in position, had been out 
athering basketfuls of alder cones from 
eighboring fields and hedges. Here was the 
talwart village policeman, printing with red 
aisy-heads the lettering: “Speak, Lord, fou 
hy Servant Heareth,’” while his five-year-ol4 
on was sorting out the different kinds «f 
etals. Every tiny petal, bud, or seedis put 1 
eparately by hand. 

Here is the yellow of marsh-marigold nd 
arly buttercup, the blue of wild hyacinth, the 
ring green of young larch-bud and rhubarb- 
eed, and the darker green of the yew. Lichens 
rovide soft gray tones, whole brown and red 
erries form a rich background to golden cow- 
ips and pink-tipped daisies. White rice-grains 
re skillfully used to throw into relief this 
osaic of flowers. This year, one cunning per- 
n substituted the heavier grain of maize to 
utwit the thieving birds. 

When the frame is finished, it is raised into 
osition over the well, and looks like an 
tastern shrine or wayside chapel. 


“Here is a plan for Increasing Church At- 
ndance,”’ writes Peter Albert Macdonald, 
astor of Classon Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
rooklyn, “Tt may be a little long, but it all 
ems important to me.” 


How to Do It 

Participating Organizations: Session; Trus- 
es; Deacons; Bethany Bible Class; Classonia- 
usiness and professional women; Boy and Girl 
couts; Young People’s Union; Sunday School; 
fen’s and Women’s Leagues; Roosevelt Club- 
ible Study and Athletic Youth. 

Co-operation of each group urged by commit- 
e of Session. 

Procedure: A separate Church Day for each 
‘ganization. All members requested to be. 
-esent at 11 a. m. in center pews before pulpit. 
special sermon by minister or guest speaker. 
resident of group assisting in service. Mid- 


tere i Plan for Church Attendance 
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week meeting following conducted by each 
group, using in order the Old Testament Books 
from Genesis to 2nd Samuel. Pastor seated 
with congregation and pronouncing Benedic- 
tion. After worship a social hour with music, 
short talks and light refreshments served by 
the group in charge. 

Results: (a) New Year’s to Easter Church 
attendance on Sunday increased 25 per cent. 
Mid-week meeting, 50 per cent. (b) Added 
sense of responsibility on part of both groups 
and individuals. (c) Real pleasure and profit 
for the half dozen of laity taking part at each 
of the mid-week Bible Studies. Suggested ma- 
terials for these were made readily available 
by the pastor weeks in advance. (d) Warm 
fellowship of the social hours a distinct blessing 
to all. 

P. S. This plan has been used for 2 years and 
will be continued on its merits. 

& 
Entertainment Suggestion 


““A Class History,’ writes the leader of a 
young women’s Missionary group, “‘has proven 
no end of fun for our members, and the idea 
can be used for entertaining Graduates, Scout 
groups, new members.”’ 

Registration slips with mimeographed mat- 
ter as follows are put into a box or container, 
and at an appointed time during the program, 
each person present draws a slip from the box. 
The questions up to 9 are answered by the 
person who fills in the name, and then they 
are folded to allow only the last three questions 
to show, placed into the box, mixed up, and re- 
drawn. The last three questions are then filled 
in by the person drawing the folded slip, the 
slips regathered, placed with the class historian 
for reading later on. 

Address______ a ae 
. Where born Paes aes 
. Nationality = 
. How long attend school 
What excelled in 2 ee 
What proved the big headache_____ 
. What is vocation 
. How does (s)he succeed = 


. Why do we value this member of our 
group a = 
What can this group do for this member__ 
Describe this member in 20 years from 
today __ i 
e 
Diplomas Awarded by Class Members 


The fun at a graduating class party was con- 
siderably enhanced by preparing dodo diplomas 
for some weeks ahead of time. Names of the 
class members were drawn from a container so 
that each member had the fun of preparing a 
diploma for a fellow-member. 

In addition to pencil sketches of the gradu- 
ates, the diplomas bore witness to handicaps, 
popularity, beauty, intelligence, deficiencies, 
mannerisms, etc. The originator of the plan 


10. 
Wile 
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reports the acceptance of these dodo diplomas 
at the party with as much ceremony and glee as 
actual diplomas awarded by Trustees. 

e 


What Men Strive For 


The constantly expressed and growing ten- 
dency of men and. women, young and old, for 
escape from appointed or chosen tasks, usually 
their only means of honest livelihood, draws 
attention to the following bit of a sketch, writ- 
ten in the character of proverbs with emphasis 
upon a host of things which escape most of us. 
Dr. George A. Leichliter of Toronto quotes the 
sketch in a discussion of individual responsibil- 
ity to society. 

“Come, my son, and listen to words of wis- 
dom. Few men can have more than one deep 
interest at a time. Therefore, rise up early in 
the morning and study the drift of thy 
thoughts. See with a clear eye whither they 
are beginning to lead you. 

“When your joy is not in your work then 
your work will be as nothing. Verily you will 
be a tail-ender all the days of your life. 

“When thou hearest the call, when thou 
feelest the urge, rise up in the night, pack thy 
suitcase and hike out, because where thy heart 
is, there will be thy work. 

“Listen, to my words, because a whole wall 
full of motoes, such as, ‘Do it now,’ will not 
help thee if thy heart is on the baseball game. 

“Therefore, my son, guard thy imagination. 
Do not mistake temperament for talent; do not 
answer a false alarm. 

“Better a small income with joyful sur- 
roundings and congenial work than great riches 
and an uncongenial job. 

“Verily, the only job is in thy daily work. 
Look not to the finish. It is as nothing. As you 
develop, the rewards move onward.”’ 


Choosing the Ministry Today 


Thousands of young men from thoroughly 
religious homes, yet living in an intensely prac- 
tical, hard-working, hard-playing world, are 
asking themselves whether or not they are wise 
to choose the modern ministry as a profession. 

The best answer I’ve yet found to that ques- 
tion is the collective influence of many up-to- 
the-minute priests, ministers, and rabbis of my 
acquaintance. Of course, in such an institution 
as the church, all too many shoddy workmen, 
superstition-ridden fanatics and confirmed 
parasites still exist, and help to discredit its 
work. But on the whole I believe that the 
ministry deserves every bit as much respect as 
law, medicine, teaching, or engineering as a 
profession of practical usefulness. 

I am convinced that the American public’s 
present attitude toward social injustice, the 
evils of our economic order, and the inter- 
national disease of militarism is due in a very 
large measure to the social fermentation 
caused by Christian and Jewish leadership. 
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Many of the clergymen whom I know a1 
of the highest type of professional men. Sen 
inaries today offer some mighty stiff course: 
and their curricula lead into practically ever 
field of human knowledge. 

But, personally, I believe the ministry | 
especially attractive because of its potentia 
ity. There are some great movements ju 
getting started in this country. 

For instance, the adult education movemen 


‘Now here is the church with heavy endov 


ments, centuries of tradition and prestige, anc 
generally speaking, with a well-trained leade 
ship. If it only would, it could take hold of th 
adult education movement and perform a price 
less service to America. 

Then there is-the present-day knowledge c 
psychology on the one hand, with countles 
millions of maladjusted personalities on tk 
other. What an opportunity for young men ¢ 
culture, deep insight, love of humanity, and 
capacity for unremitting effort to becom 
“public psychiatrists’ as ministers! 

The traditional conflict between the ‘“‘worlc 
and the “spirit? needn’t bother an intelliger 
young man. It simply means that civilizatic 
becomes pagan as property and power take c 
more significance than personality. With a pai 
sion for bringing inspiration and practic: 
assistance to bewildered human beings, a mo: 
ern young man ought to find the ministry tk 
most serious, yet the most thrilling professia 
in the whole vocational catalog.—F'rom a rad 
address by A. Maurice Chamberlin, Des Moine 
Towa, as quoted in the Christian Advocate. 


Now—let us set in apposition to this Pau) 
charge to him who would wear the cloak of! 
minister: 

“T charge thee in the sight of God, and 
Christ Jesus, who shall judge the living an 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kine 
dom: preach the word; be urgent in season, o¢ 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with # 
longsuffering and teaching. For the time wy 
come when they will not endure the sound da 
trine; but, having itching ears, will heap 
themselves teachers after their own lusts; ai 
will turn away their ears from the truth, az 
turn aside unto fables. But be thou sober in: 
things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evas 
gelist, fulfil thy ministry.” II Tim. 4:1-5. 

e 
A Card for Busses Passing the Church Door 


Bewildered? 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth | 
and the life.” John 14:6. 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
So. Orange Avenue at So. 7th. 
This bus stops at our door. 


“Our officers have placed this card in — 
busses going by our church door,” writes R 
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rian C. Hopper, Jr., pastor of this church in 
ewark, N. J. He says, “The agency making 
e card will furnish a new card each month, 
esigned to encourage the spiritual life of be- 
evers and to arouse the thinking of unbe- 
evers. 

“We received a very reasonable rate for the 
ace, and are trying it out for six months. To 
ate, the reactions have all been positive and 
couraging, with special co-operation and 
aise from editors of our city papers.” 

These cards could be used on street cars, and 
automobiles. Most people seem to welcome 
rds from inviting tourist spots, so why not 
ive them a chance to carry cards about the 
ly worthwhile subject. 


Minister’s Prayer 


ach Sabbath Day they turn to me, 

Like flowers groping for the light— 
heir earnest gaze revealing souls 

That seek new strength to do the right; 
hey leave the world’s harsh strife behind 
To flee into this place of peace, 
oping that through some word of mine 
Each troubled care may find release. 


ord, I have felt the burdens press, 

Or courage weaken in the strife; 

he peace they seek I oft have lost 
Amid the hurried tasks of life. 
Thou Good Shepherd of men’s souls, 
Who looked with pity on their need, 
ook Thou upon these sheep of Thine 
Whon, in Thy stead, I seek to lead. 


must not be my word, but Thine 
That bids the drooping soul to rise; 
y doubting heart no faith can give, 
The strength they need Thy grace supplies. 
speak Thy name—their hearts rejoice! 
’Twas Thee they needed, blessed One! 
d quiet evening brings the peace 
That through Thyself, Thy work was done. 
—AH. Victor Kane. 
e 


nique Film Teaches Use of Books 


There have been many books written to train 
20ple on the better use and production of mo- 
mn pictures. Now the tables have turned, and 
motion picture has been made to train stu- 
nts in the better use of books. 

A two-reel silent motion picture entitled 
“ound in a Book” has heretofore been circu- 
ted by the American Library Association. 
riginally produced as a project at the Library 
hool of the University of Illinois, the film 
amatizes the commonly-accepted library 
ols, such as encyclopedia, card indexes, read- 
s’ guides. It so evidently met a long-felt 
ed, libraries throughout the country ex- 
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pressing a lively demand, that arrangements 
were made with the Bell & Howell Company 
for the general distribution of the film. 

This is an excellent example of a 16mm. 
motion picture made by a school for distinct 
school purposes. A simple story effectively ties 
up the various sequences and holds interest to 
the very end. Class is dismissed, two boys have 
the same theme to write, on “puppet plays.” 
One boy goes straight home to depend upon a 
none-too-helpful imagination; the other stops 
at the library and assembles readily obtainable 
facts. 

The librarian is helpful; encyclopedias, in- 
dexes, card catalogs, and magazine files quickly 
yield their treasures. So many readily usable 
notes have been assembled that the student 
instantly puts them together, right at the 
library, and the theme is finished. 

As the fortunate student who understands 
library technique is attiring himself suitably 
for his “heavy date,’ his colleague is still hope- 
lessly wrestling in a debris of crumpled, dis- 
carded first pages, as he gravely writes that 
“puppet plays are called puppet plays because 
they are played by puppets.” 

Rental rate is $4 for two days. 


The Flower Wagon 

Four stories by Margaret Sangster, under 
the title, “The Flower Wagon,” about which 
she says, “as light and gay I hope as the sky 
and the budding trees of springtime.” 

The book is published by Round Table 
Press, $1.00, and will not only prove unforget- 
table reading for youngsters and oldsters, 
but may easily be made into character pro- 
grams for special services. For a Sunday 
School picnic, the Flower Wagon could be 
dramatized just as it is written, the descrip- 
tive parts to be read by any young person. 
Life lessons may often be taught more effec- 
tively through character studies than by hours 
of preaching. 


Which College for Young Church Members 

As ministers, we might well offer help to 
Church members in the choice of a college for 
next fall. Consideration of college courses 
should be based on attainments sought by the 
parents and children. Entering colleges where 
all previous teaching is unsettled and religious 
foundations destroyed is not only a harmful 
undertaking, for immature persons, but is a 
silly waste of effort and money. 

There are schools of high standing tere 
religious training is not only respected, but is 
encouraged and stimulated. Why should we 
hesitate in urging Church members to select 
such schools for their children? 
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Dis REAGY TER his 


ARTHUR J. PENNELL 


Our Father, whose goodness is manifest in 
the making of all things for our benefit, we 
would have the heavens speak to us of Thy 
glory. We would have the flowers speak to us 
of Thy beauty. We would hear the mountains 
declare unto us Thy majesty. We would in- 
terpret the storms in terms of Thy power. 
As the earth causes to come forth those things 
needful for our sustenance we would trans- 
late this activity as an expression of Thy 
marvellous care for us. We would become 
restful in the face of all disturbances of life 
for we see how Thou carest for all. We 
would ever trust Thee, for all Thy continued 
favors daily showered upon us. We would 
have Thee as the source of our strength, the 
fountain of our wisdom, the life of our life. 
Blessed Father we would strive so to cultivate 
our soul’s life, that we might ever grow more 
and more into Thy likeness. We would have 
the scales of selfishness and false living re- 
moved from our eyes that we may be able to 
behold the beauty of character and to develop 
the same within ourselves. We would be walk- 
ing daily in the paths of truth, righteousness 
and thus attain peace through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen. 

e 


A Hero Worshipper’s Prayer 


O God, the inspiration of all goodness, we re- 
joice in Thy gift to the world in the great 
and noble characters whose lives and activities 
have adorned the pages of history. We especi- 
ally are appreciative of the lives of those who 
by their acts of self-sacrifice and interest in 
the welfare of others have laid the foundations 
of this our nation. We are not unmindful of 
the poet, whose vision has inspired; of the 
statesman whose judgment has guided; of the 
socially minded whose ideas have transformed 
conditions and thereby have inaugurated those 
movements which have resulted in raising to 
a higher level the living conditions of our 
people and have established better social re- 
lationships. 

We desire the spirit of the great of yesterday 
to live in us that we may be worthy of our 
heritage. We would transmit to our posterity, 
with increased values, the results of the lives of 
the great passed on, that being true to all that 
has been, and constantly striving to improve 
that which is, inequality, strife and all un- 
wholesomeness of social conditions in life shall 
be eliminated. We would be endued with that 
spirit of deep concern for others, that we may 
find no rest of mind or will until all men every- 
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where shall awake each day to go forth into a 
world of wide opportunity and useful produc- 
tive labor to increase their own and every 
man’s happiness. 

We would have reincarnated in this our age, 
the spirit of all those whose influence for good 
is felt moving in and through our national 
structure that our commemoration of the 
birth of greatness shall be simply a form, but 
a vital reality. 

We would cause to live again in us the spirit 
of all those whom we honor and revere thati 
“with charity toward all, and malice toward 
none” we may have a part in the building of 
a better world in which all mankind may live. 

O Thou, who didst come into this world 
“that we might have life and that we might 
have it more abundantly’ become Thou oun 
inspiration and the driving power of our lives 
that we may not become derelict either in ou 
responsibility or in the performance of out 
tasks. In the name of the Hero of Heroes, Jesus 
Christ the Saviour of mankind, we pray. Amen. 


O Thou who hast loved us with a never- 
dying love, we look to Thee as the source of all 
good in this life. As Thou hast loved us, so we 
would love Thee. We rejoice in the love of ou 
home. For the self-sacrificing of our mother: 
and the labors of our father we are thankful! 
We would be children, worthy of all that has 
been done for us. We are grateful for all the 
hallowed influences that have surrounded us: 
We would be inspired so to live, that the efforts 
expended in our behalf may not have been in 
vain. Bless our homes, our church, our country’ 
In the name of Jesus Christ, who loved us ana 
gave Himself for us we pray. Amen. 


O God our Father, we Thy children woula 
use this Post-Lenten period as a season whereiltt 
to learn more about Thy Son our Saviour Jesu: 
Christ. We intend to make this a time of heart: 
searching that we may find out what it is thay 
hinders us from being and doing what we 
should to be true to Thee. We think too muck 
about ourselves. We fail to seek those higher 
levels of life where Thou mayest be found. We 
desire these coming days to be found walking 
with Thee in companionship of Thy Son. We 
would imbibe of His Spirit. We would strive to 
live worthy of His discipleship. We crave the 
guidance, the strengthening power and the ini 
spiration of Thy Most Holy Spirit. Amen, 
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GOD AS A TALISMAN 


eae SNELL 


“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.” Matt. 6:33. 


O some God is a talisman, to others He 
would be if they thought it would work. 
What some want is things—wealth, 
honor, pleasure or whatever their heart are 
set on obtaining—and they are willing to use 
God to obtain them. “Things”? is the aim— 
the end, God is a means to that end. They use 
God to get things, they do not think of using 
things to get God. Unless God is a means 
whereby they may obtain more and more, He 
is of little value to them. As Rufus Jones, the 
great Quaker mystic says, they use God as a 
“handy utility.” 

Those who thus find God a “handy utility” 
are of two classes. First the hypocritical who, 
like Jacob, will piously declare ‘‘God helped 
me,” to cover their deception while they are 
attempting to rob their brother. These are 
aware of their sin. May they also so sometime 
find God that they will be transformed into 
Israel. Second, those who sincerely want God 
because they believe he is a royal road to 
possessions—that, magically He will protect 
and provide, and to have protection and pro- 
visions is their supreme desire. These are not 
aware of their sins. They need a true concep- 
tion of God, Himself, 

But there are those to whom the possession 
of God is of more value than all the “things” 
of the world. They want God because of 
what He is. They want Him—and they want 
Him for themselves and others. They realize 
the value of His presence, His friendship, His 
comradeship. To these God is a real possession, 
areal friend. We don’t want friends for what 
we can get out of them, but because we love 
them—we want them. 

Moses knew the real value of God. Israel had 
sinned. They had made the golden calf and 
God said He would destroy them and make a 
nation from the decendants of Moses. 

Into the presence of God, Moses went and 
for Israel he plead until God promised to spare 
the nation. That was a good sized gift in 
answer to his prayer. But that was all he 
received. He kept on praying until God prom- 
ised him Caanan, and an angel to direct him, 
and to drive out all his enemies. That’s get- 
‘ing things from God! If Moses wanted God 
30 he might get things, he had surely succeeded 
and should have been satisfied. A lot of folks 
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would have been and would have said, ‘“‘Good- 
bye God till I need You again!’ 

He had received a kingdom, power, author- 
ity, victory, wealth, honor! What more could 
anyone want? Most of us would have shouted 
for joy. Not so Moses! He stayed right by the 
side of God and plead, “If Thy presence go not 
with us, carry us not up hence.”’? Moses wanted 
God. God, Himself—His presence, friendship, 
companionship, love—was of greater value 
than all those ‘“‘things.”” He would give up all 
of them to be with God. God was his all in 
all. Oh yes, he was glad to have things but he 
gave them their true value. God was not 
merely a convenient way of getting things. 
He wanted things that they might make richer 
his experience with God—and he got things 
and God. 

Multitudes would fall all over themselves in 
a rush to get God, if He were a charm that 
would deliver from this depression. That kind 
of getting God, gets neither God nor things. 

“Seek ye first His Kingdom and His Right- 
eousness and all these things shall be added 
unto you.’”’ Too often we invert the process. 
We are willing to take a little of God (as little 
as possible)—to get a large amount of the 
things. Jesus never intended that. The King- 
dom isn’t a royal highway to things. Things 
are necessary. We need some of them to live, 
and Jesus meant “your needs will be provided 
for, so you can reach the goal—His righteous- 
ness, ‘Be like Him.” 

If we are aiming at the right goal, we can 
never possess too many things, for we will 
use them as a means to advance ourselves and 
others toward that goal. 

Some folks even want heaven because of the 
abundance of things. They are thinking more 
of the rewards than of the rewarder. One of 
the many mansions with the privilege of play- 
ing a golden harp on a golden street is a greater 
lure than close communion with God who is 
Spirit. Things can’t make heaven, here or 
hereafter! Heaven is, seeing “Him as He is” 
and being “like Him.”’ Heaven, if we have any, 
is what we are and who we are with. The things 
of heaven are but avenues by which we may 
develop our personality to the fullest extent. 

Human values infinitely transcend the value 
of things, and human values reach their highest 
only in companionship with God. What America 
needs is a realization of the real purpose and 
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value of things as a means of greater human 
values. Our farms, our factories—all our 
business, should be a means by which we can 
develop personality—God in us, and others. 
Do they see “Him as He is?” If so they 


become like Him. We need God not to obtain 
things, but to give value and significance to life 
itself, and God, in His infinite love, longs to 
give us things because He loves us and desires 
for us to reach the highest possible goal. 


Gl@ZAING TIES 


EWART H. WYLE 


based is to be found in that immortal 

story of John Milton’s, “Paradise Lost.” 
It will be recalled that after the ejection 
of Satan and his followers from Heaven into 
the fiery pit, a conference was called in order 
to determine the future actions of the group. 
After much discussion, it was decided that 
Satan should go to God’s new creation called 
Earth, and there tempt man, a creature made 
in the image of God, as the most effective 
means of striking back at God, for as Milton 
has expressed it, ‘“Man will listen to his glozing 
lies.”’ 


Life presents many aspects of falsehoods, 
but there is probably no more subtle or danger- 
ous a threat to the life of a Christian than a 
glozing lie, which, although its heart is rotten, 
is covered with an element of truth. A simple 
illustration would be the glozing lie which con- 
fronts the fish of the brook when he beholds a 
worm, but does not see the hook upon which 
it is suspended. There are glozing lies in the 
pathway of every traveler on Life’s highway. 
May I present three: 


[Tiss thought upon which this sermon is 


1. The glozing lie of war. 

Many of us have grown up to think of the 
life of a soldier in terms of courage, bravery 
and glory. Who of us have not thrilled at the 
sound of beating drums, marching feet, and 
the sight of flying banners. But this is not 
war. Its rotten core can be more clearly seen in 
the hospital with its shell-shocked survivors; 
wrecks of humanity, sick with depression; 
bread lines of hollow-checked little children; 
in human hatred lusting with the most primitive 
bestial urges; and in “crosses row on row.’ 
War in its naked reality is best pictured, not by 
men bravely rushing the enemy in a surprise 
attack, but by the artist’s conception of a 
mother sitting on the bedside with the little girl 
kneeling beside her saying her prayers, with the 
little fellow snuggling against her bosom, and 
on her lap the telegram saying that Daddy will 
never come home again. 
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2. The glozing lie of home. 

Almost everywhere, one may find the state- 
ment, “home is not what it used to be,” and in 
a sense, this is true. No longer is mother called 
upon as in pioneer days, to till the fields, spin 
the yarn, and fulfill the various functions of the 
more primitive life until her days became little 
more than those of a drudge. Today, mother 
has time for recreation and social intercourse; 
she has time for intellectual culture and com- 
munity welfare. In this sense, home has 
changed. Let us thank God that our modern 
days have made a richer and happier home 
life possible. But at its heart the Christian 
home has not changed. The various lies of 
outlived ideals in the home are but snares to 
attract the unwary. Such advocations as trial 
marriages and all of its accompaniments are 
but glozing lies. A home must be based on 
love, trust, faithfulness and the institutions of 
God. These things are timeless and priceless. 
A home built upon anything but Christian love 
is but a structure built upon sand awaiting 
the disaster of the first storm. 


3. The glozing lie of personal liberty. 

There has been a cry from many quarters 
in these days, “Live your own life, it is your 
own.” We forget that no man lives to him- 
self alone. As Paul expressed it, ‘““We are 
debtor to both Greek and Barbarian.’”’ When 
we deceive ourselves, we deceive our loved 
ones and our friends. We bring them misery 
and heartbreak as well as threaten our own 
self-respect. How well this is illustrated in 
the Biblical story of Jeroboam’s wife coming - 
to the blind prophet Ahijah and finding that. 
this man could see with his soul the deception 
of the queen. We may deceive ourselves, and 
Wwe may even deceive our fellows, but let us 
be sure of the truth of those words, “Be not. 
deceived, God is not mocked.” In this day there 
1s a great cry for personal liberty, and many » 
a man has deceived himself into a false mean- - 
ing of that great American term. It is true ~ 
that Jesus was an exponent of personal liberty, . 
a rebel against the order of His day, but his» 
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ea was founded upon a vision of a better, hap- 
er, and more loving world. When men rebel 
these days, using as their cry, “Personal 
erty,” let us be sure we are rebelling to go 
rward instead of backward. 

So in life today, we may choose between 
e glozing lies of life or those things of God 
at are abiding and true. But be sure that 
.ch pays dividends, the one heartbreak and 
sery, the other, life so abundant that it 


GROWING 


AUL’S letter to the Galatian church was 
struck from the anvil of controversy. Cer- 
tain Jews had followed him through Gal- 
ia and sought to undermine his work by tell- 
those people that it was necessary first to 
come a Jew in order to become a Christian. 
turally Paul did not like that. Being un- 
le at the time to make a trip in person he 
t down and wrote the churches a letter. In it 
sets forth Christian teaching as he saw it. 
d this letter, born of controversy, became 
e of the sparks which set off the Reformation. 
Paul tries to tell the Galatians that the Jew- 
religious law was a schoolmaster to bring 
peoples, especially the Jews, to the Christ. 
en he sets forth a fundamental religious 
ching that some are babes, some are children 
d some are full grown spirits in the Lord. 
is is a teaching of Christianity that some folk 
id difficulty in understanding because they 
‘pect that as soon as the Christ is confessed 
iracle will be worked in their lives and they 
ll immediately become saints, full of grace 
d truth. But the illustration Paul uses 
ould be sufficient to make this clear: “But I 
y that so long as the heir is a child, he dif- 
eth nothing from a bond servant though he 
lord of all; but is under guardians and stew- 
ds until the day appointed of the father.” 
at is one of the most apt illustrations Paul 
uld have chosen to explain this Christian 
ching that a soul must grow in the knowl- 
ge of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the prac- 
e of the Christian teaching. 
Sometimes people wonder just why it is that 
rtain members of the church are not as re- 
ious as they might be. It may be because of 
eir persistent perversity, but it may be also 
cause they are still children in the house- 
Jd of faith, That is one fundamental thing 
ought all to remember, that the immediate 
ct of unting with the church does not make 
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marches on triumphantly beyond the grave. 
Recently, a man spent a considerable sum of 
money while waiting in a railway station play- 
ing a punch board which rewarded him with 
afew cheap trinkets. Suppose the same money 
had been invested in a Bible, how infinitely 
more would have been the value of the in- 
vestment. God gives us choices like these in 
life. Let us be wise enough to avoid life’s 
glozing lies. 


IN GRACE 


W. R. SIEGART 


“But I say that so long as the heir is a child, he differeth nothing from a bond servant 
though he is lord of all; but is under guardians and stewards until the day appointed of 
the father.” —Gal. 4:1-2. 


a Christian soul. Sometimes we feel that it 
does, but we are mistaken, for it does not. That 
is the public declaration; the real result is 
found in the heart. And when one first comes 
to Jesus he is in reality a child of faith, still 
learning, still growing in grace. 

When that fact is recognized it has a cer- 
tain effect on those who recently confessed the 
Christ, and on those who for years have been 
enlisted under His banner. To those who have 
recently confessed the Christ it brings the 
realization that the mere act of confession and 
uniting does not of itself make a full grown 
Christian, but that there must be a period of 
time in which the Spirit of the Lord will have 
opportunity to develop its work in our hearts 
and souls. Then as years pass and the tie be- 
tween our Saviour and ourselves has grown 
more sacred there will be developed a more 
gracious and loving soul, like unto the Master 
Himself. 

Those already in the fold will realize that 
the newcomers need assistance and loving care. 
They will not be neglected but will be watched 
in the sense that spiritual influences will be 
thrown about them so that their development 
will be assisted. We will not expect from those 
newly brought to the Christ the same degree 
and greatness of spiritual life as from those 
who have been longer in the fold. 

For Christianity is a religion of develop- 
ment and growth. The goal of the Christian is 
to become like Christ, and that requires de- 
velopment of the highest order. Do we ever 
attain it? Not in this life. But we do strive. 
And as we develop we still grow. Then in turn 
we assist those children newly born into the 
faith. 

There is abroad today a philosophy which 
teaches that man’s duty is to express himself. 
Carried into the realm of the child it leads to 
practice of letting children map their own 
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courses of instruction, and often to plan the 
way they should go. Sometimes we are at- 
tracted by such a method but when we investi- 
gate it we are not so well impressed, 

To express, we must have something to ex- 
press. That is so self-evident that it sounds 
almost absurd to say it, but it needs expression. 
The child does not express what he does not 
have in him. The Christian soul cannot ex- 
press the life of the Christ without the Master 
dwelling within him. Man’s duty is not to ex- 
press himself, but to perfect himself. ‘Be ye 
therefore perfect.’”? We must first fill the soul 
with something good if we would take some- 
thing good from it. 

Let us look into this a little further. It 
often happens that a man desiring to express 
himself finds that he has nothing worthwhile 
to express. This modern craze for self ex- 
pression forgets that one might express any- 
thing, beastial urges or primitive emotions, as 
well as the finer qualities of life. 

We cannot express what our souls do not 
contain, so we must first drink deeply from 
the fountains of grace. Many times this is 
the reason a Christian soul does not develop. 

Sometimes we are like a character of Oscar 
Wilde in his Dorian Gray. Lord Henry says, 
“To get back my youth I would do anything in 
the world, except take exercise, get up early, or 
be respectable.” Too many want to be Chris- 
tians but are unwilling to pay the price. 

The services of the church, the means of 
grace, the Word of God—all this and more 
deserves our attention and devotion. We must 
learn, and we must practice. We must fill 
ourselves, and we must express ourselves. We 
must confess, but we must grow in grace. We 
must become babes in Christ, but we must be- 
come full grown spirits in the Lord. 


OUTLIN © 6 


CLAUDE R. SHAVER 


America’s Family Tree 
“The highest branch of the high cedar... In the 
mountain height of Israel will I plant it.” 
High 2 2a 2oe 

The tracing of a “family tree’? by individ- 
uals is often something of a risk; as implied in 
Edgar Guest’s “horse thief” pedigree. On the 
other hand, the nation with a family tree, such 
as Ezekiel portrays, may truly be proud, and 
rejoice. It is not a presumption, therefore, to 
look carefully into America’s heritage and 
antecedents. 

I. As with the prophet, we may see a segre- 
gation of the “highest.”” The staunch person- 
alities and high-thinking leaders, like Winthrop 
and Penn and Roger Williams came from the 
finest stock of western Europe. May we not 
share the ecstacy— 

“Great Empire of the West, the noblest and 
the best; 
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Made up of ALL THE REST; I love thee most 
II. Variety, as well as quality included 
“Birds of every wing’ found here a refuge 
Democracy fostered tolerance; although tha 
took time and patience. Only the universa 
spirit of Christ could merge the varieties. Bu 
the “ingrafted word’ (recall Rom 11 an: 
James 1:21) has flourished and borne fruit 
Today’s problem is to curb the un-Christia: 
tendencies of minorities, who have long en 
joyed freedom; but now presume to dictate. 

III. Only the broad fellowship of Christ cai 
assimilate these tendencies. Only an unselfis. 
submission can continue to sustain this loft; 
growth. “God mend thine every flaw” is th. 
prayer-thought in the familiar hymn. Today 
Marx and Nietsche, with gross materialisti 
implications, are being exalted; but thei 
breadth into spiritual atmospheres already ha: 
been found wanting. 

e 
The Life Principle of a Nation 
“Set your hearts unto all the words which 
testify unto you...It is your life.” Dew 
32346, 47. 

These parting words of advice as to thi 
main-spring of national power are much need 
ed, in the face of armament building and mili 
taristic rivalry at this time. Moses, the man oi 
God, spake wisely for all nations, and for al 
times and conditions, 

I. This ancient advice was more than 
moral code, or ethical precept. It was a spiri 
of neighborly charity and fundamental righte 
ousness. Henry Van Dyke’s classic call—‘0 
my country is thy soul in health... A noble 
people; hearts more wisely brave,” etc. 

II. Mr. Babson saw need of a vitalizin. 
principle when he commended the Bible a: 
furnishing a three-fold impetus to citizenship 
viz., its ethics, its reverent religious uplook 
and Christ’s type of service. 

III. As principle it must take root in persor 
ality; meditation and self-analysis needed. Ir 
dividual responsibility can not be evaded— 
even if “rugged individualism” is under 
cloud. Children must be taught and law mug 
be observed. Collectivist theory can be presse: 
too far—until conscience is atrophied. Thi 
law quickens conscience when rightly used. 


6 
When the Brooks Run Dry 

“After a while the brook dried up... and th 

word of the Lord came unto Elijah, ete- 

I Kings 17:1-8 

This ancient prophet’s experience has bee: 
repeated many thousand times in the lives c 
later believers. When material resources ru 
low, when earthly satisfactions fail—then th 
voice of God may be heard. 

I. A pathetic weakness in human nature be 
comes apparent here; that only when thes 
visible comforts fail do many pause lon 
enough to discern the voice of the Father 
Instead, there should be always that abidini 
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rust, which is all the more likely to bring real 
eace; as in the testimony of Francis Lyte, who 
ould write: 

When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

II. Early brooks often run dry; even for 
aithful disciples, like Elijah. There should be 
© complaint—for changes in climate, busi- 
ess conditions, or economic upheavals. Much 
etter to follow unseen leadings and make 
daptations, or adjustments. The late depres- 
ion saw many heroic readjustments of busi- 
ess and professional policies. Even outward 
hanges in formal religion become dull and 
eed a new orientation; e. g., Elijah under the 
uniper tree. Tennyson makes King Arthur 
ay, “The old order changeth ... God fulfills 
imself in many ways.” 

III. But the right kind of retirement must be 
ought, and cultivated. 

There’s a pause that is better than onward 

rush; 

Better than hewing and clam’rous doing. 

*Tis standing still at the Sovereign will. 

Brother Lawrence could “practice the pres- 
nce of God” in the refectory. Jesus and Paul 
ent to the wilderness. John Bunyan, in 
rison, and Martin Luther in the mountain 
astle found blessing. 

e 


efreshment Advice: From a Tree 
‘Like a tree, planted by the rivers of water.” 
Srl aaids 

Shakespeare was not the first poet to dis- 
ern ‘“‘tongues in trees and books in running 
rooks.”’ The Psalmist with faith’s insight 
sarries the point into much deeper life experi- 
neces. He finds the flourishing palm tree giving 
advice. (Ps. 92, 12, 13:) 

I. Discernment in choice of atmospheres 
or recreation. Mankind, with much larger 
iberty of choice than the tree, ought to show 
iner nature in choosing surroundings: “planted 
the house of the Lord.” Vacation days often 
pen scenes of debauchery, rather than the 
are invigoration of Chautauqua, Northfield or 
cean Grove. Asbury Park makes more noise 
an the last named; but it’s farther views are 
ss invigorating. 

II. Assimilation and rare discrimination 
ust be evercised. The tree advises ‘“‘planted”’ 
vhich means more than a superficial visit; 
rooted and builded up,” says Paul. ‘‘Medi- 
ate day and night” induces strength. Joyce 
ilmer sees— : 

“A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 

Against earth’s sweetly flowing breast... 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain, 
Who intimately lives with rain. 
II. Such association makes for real and 
nduring prosperity. ‘‘Leaf also does not 
vither.”’ Strength of character (Washington). 
traciousness and poise (Francis Willard). 
Service and charity (D. L. Moody). Spiritual 
‘ision (George Matheson). 
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THE SAFETY ZONE 


(Speaker have Safety Zone markers at hand, 
and a young man in police uniform as usher 
for the children. Decorate with American Na- 
tional Flags, have supply of small flags to dis- 
tribute to children as they enter, and display 
Christian Flag.) 


What is a safety zone? A place we have 
marked off, where persons may stand while they 
wait for street cars or busses. We have other 
safety zones. Who can tell us about some of 
them? (Answers.) Swimming beaches usually 
have places marked where swimmers may go 
safely. When a breakdown appears in the pave- 
ment, and there is danger of accidents, soon 
some responsible persons puts up a marker, or 
a flare, or a red light. 

All these things are easy to understand, be- 
cause we see them every day, and it seems just 
common sense to be on guard against dangers 
to our bodies. Here we have emblems all about 
us, and what do they stand for? Flags, we 
commonly call them. They may be called sym- 
bols, ensigns, or banners, but it all means the 
same thing. The National Flag we are so 
proud of stands for all the things we believe 
will make our lives happy, safe, peaceful, and 
prosperous. Thousands of men, fathers, broth- 
ers, and sweethearts, gave their lives to make 
all these things possible for us, by being willing 
to stand up bravely for what they believed to 
be right and giving their lives to make them 
come true. Then, those who were left to carry 
on, had to live according to those rules, in order 
to preserve those ideals. 

So long as we are where the American Flag 
waves, we know we are in a Safety Zone. 
Naturally, we must behave ourselves like good 
American citizens should behave, if we want to 
be worthy of this symbol. 

Here is a symbol or banner of another kind 
of safety zone, one that we don’t really see, but 
it exists just as much as the one we can see, 
because we see and feel the results of it from 
day to day. That safety zone is a spiritual one, 
it exists in our minds and hearts, and the rules 
are printed in one most precious rule book. Who 
can tell me the name? The Bible, that’s right. 
That is the rule book which guides us in our 
spiritual life, causes us to do things that make 
life worth living, and this wonderful flag here 
reminds us of all that religion and spiritual life 
mean to us and our families and our friends. 
It also keeps us reminded that we need to make 
a constant effort to work for it, by telling others. 
Nothing stands still, it moves forward or back- 
ward or decays. The way to keep our Safety 
Zones both as citizens of the United States and 
as citizens of God’s Kingdom is to do something 
to help them move forward. 

Let us read a little story in God’s book of 
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rules, in I Thess. 5:1-28. (Read, preferably by 
assignment.) AA 

Songs: “America, The Beautiful,” “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” “Stand Up, Stand Up for 


Jesus.” 


ORDERS FOR BROOMS 


(Decorate with Boy Scout Insignia, have 
members of local troup act as ushers, and have 
some scouts seated near speaker.) 

“Just a Scout taking orders for brooms,” 
said a manly voice as I opened the door in an- 
swer to his knock. “I know about the plan,” I 
answered, getting a pencil to sign an order for 
a broom, 

The whole nation, fathers, mothers, sisters, 
brothers, uncles and aunts, are interested in 
the National Scout jamboree in Washington. 
Why? Because we all know something about 
the fine teachings of the Scout organization, 
and what adherence to that teaching does for 
boys and young men. The Scout who lives up 
to the ideal of scout teaching goes hand in 
hand with every good organization known to 
man, it makes him a better student at school, 
a better Sunday School attendant, a better 
Christian, a better son and brother, a better 
everything. Now imagine my surprise, when 
the scout who called at my door said, “You 
don’t actually have to take the broom when it 
is delivered. Just sign the order, and I’ll get 
credit for it, whether you take the broom or 
not.” I signed, but I wondered just how much 
good that young man was really getting out of 
his scout membership. Who can tell me what 
is wrong with the idea he tried to carry over 
to me? 

He was willing to take credit for an order, 
when he frankly told me that even though I 
signed for a broom, it would not have to be an 
order. How many of you want to be scouts 
like that boy? This same broom campaign, 
conducted to raise funds for expenses to attend 
the jamboree in Washington, brought out an- 
other story. One young man had held first 
place for selling the most brooms. Of course, 
every boy knew that he had some special way 
of doing his work that brought results. One 
boy decided to interview the star salesman and 
see what his plan is. The star-salesman an-i 
swered all the questions, and the next day the 
interviewer held first place in number of sales. 
How did he do it? Which boy would you pre- 
fer to be? 

In I Cor. 9:24-26, we are told how any race 
should be run. Of course, we want to win, but 
we want to win honestly, so we can retain our 
self-respect, and know that we have not sold 
out our honor for the winning of a race. 


THE BASE BALL SEASON 


Baseball is a game known to all American 
children, as well as grownups. Most of us 
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know the rules. In a regular game, we have an 
umpire to tell us whether the rules have been 
obeyed or not. No matter how well rules of 
any game are known, there are always differ- 
ences in the manner in which we play, and 
often both sides think they are right, and it is 
up to the umpire to decide which side is right, 
and who has the next play. 


Many of us think that “playing the game to 
win” is all there is to the game of baseball, 
but that is not the case. Being good sportsmen 
is more worthwhile than winning a game or 
race. Just last week we had an associated press 
notice in the local papers, telling of a high 
school senior taking part in a race. The boy 
who was in the lead stumbled about five yards 
from the finishing line, and the boy next in line, 
who would have won had he kept on running, 
stopped and helped the first runner to his feet 
and across the line. The third boy in line did 
not stop, but kept on running, and won the 
race. Which boy would you like to be? The 
boy who stopped and helped the other fellow, 
or the boy who ran past and finished first? Did 
getting across the finishing line first actually 
prove the third boy the best runner? No, it 
didn’t, the other two were ahead because of 
stamina and ability, and the accident near the 
finish line did not take away that quality, nor 
did getting across the line first add any quality 
to the third boy. 


In baseball, we have the same picture, those 
who play honestly, giving where sportsmanship 
demands it and coming out on top because of 
superior playing; on the other side, those who 
steal a point here and there, and win because 
there is no way to prove decisions should be in 
favor of others. This is a picture of life, every-_ 
thing we do is a game of one kind or another, 
and we know the rules well enough. The trou- 
ble is, some live by them and other don’t, and 
in some cases those who don’t, seem to get 
along better than those who obey the rules of 
God. Sometimes, we actually hear boys talk 
about dishonest people getting more out of” 
life than honest ones. All we have to do is to 
think about the race we just talked of, if we 
want to be sure who is actually better off. The 
boy who won the finishing line, because of an 
accident to better runners does not actually 
win, nor respect himself as a winner. He may 
have his name on the score board, but when 
everybody knows he didn’t win, what good does | 
it do him? 

We have an umpire in the game of life, and 
we have his book of rules. What is the name 
of it? The Bible, that’s right. In the game of 
life, we can’t change umpires, when decisions 
don’t suit us, and we can’t change the penalty 
for cheating. The book of rules tells us what. 
the penalties are, and we can rest assured that 
those of us who are wise will accept the um- 
pire’s word. Let’s try to play so we have a. 
chance to win, according to the rules. . 


a | 
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WILLIAM J. HART, D.D. 


Riches Found in Religion 
Prov. 14:34. “Righteousness exalteth.” 
Patrick Henry, in the early days of our re- 
public, put a closing paragraph in his will 
which we Americans might well take to heart 
as a national heritage from one of our country’s 
founders. He closed his will with these words: 
“T have now disposed of all my property to my 
family; there is one thing more I wish I could 
give them and that is the Christian religion. If 
they had this and I had not given them one 
shilling, they would be rich; and if they had 
not that and I had given them all the world, 
they would be poor.”—Dr. Ralph W. Sockman. 


Woodsmen Went to Mountain Top 
Isa. 2:3. “Let us go up to the mountain.” 

In his essay on “Christianity and Litera- 
ture,” Dr. Henry Van Dyke relates the fol- 
lowing: 

“T remember an old woodsman in the Adiron- 
dack forest who used to say that he wanted to 
go to the top of a certain mountain as often 
as possible, because it gave him a feeling of 
‘heaven-up-histedness.’ ’”’ And the great author 
remarked that although “an uncouth, humble, 
eloquent phrase,’’ it indicates the inspiration 
for life which comes from vision and medita- 
tion. 

e 
‘Here Died a Gallant Gentleman”’ 
I Cor. 16:13. “Quit you like men, be strong.” 

In all the glorious record of Arctic heroism 
I doubt if there is a more perfect page than 
that on which is inscribed the simple-souled 
glory of a certain Captain Oates. We know how 
Scott’s handicapped, almost spent, party which 
had found the South Pole after incredible hard- 
ships, retreated with a sense of depression 
‘after their victory because that man had van- 
ished into the awful silence of the Boreal un- 
known. We know how Scott’s provisions dwin- 
dled, and how courageously his men pushed for- 
ward. 

We remember how Oates, weak and hurt— 
realizing that, if they slowed pace to keep 
abreast of him, they must all perish—walked 
out into the hideous drive of the blizzard, to die 
alone—alone, if you please, when everyone who 
has paused on death’s threshold knows how the 
human soul craves companionship in the hour 
of its passing. 

A thousand years of Polar history will never 
exceed that record. But all the paeans of praise 
can never excel the little tribute paid him by 
those he perished to aid: “Hereabouts died a 
very gallant gentleman!”—Frank H. Shaw in 
The North American Review (The Reader’s 
Digest). 
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Good Preacher 
II Cor. 6:4. “Approving ourselves as the minis- 
ters of God.” 

He should get religion like a Methodist; expe- 
rience it like a Baptist; be sure of it like a 
Disciple; stick to it like a Lutheran; pay for it 
like a Presbyterian; conciliate it like a Congre- 
gationist; glorify it like a Jew; be proud of it 
like an Episcopalian; practice it like a Chris- 
tian Scientist; propagate it like a Roman Cath- 
olic; work for it like a Salvation Army Lassie; 
enjoy it like a colored man.—Hdgar Dewitt 
Jones, President, Federal Council of Churches 
(Boston Transcript). 

e 
A Paradoxical Age 
Isa. 6:9. “See ye indeed, but perceive not.” 

Some of the things done mechanically today 
are astounding. Iron ore delivered at a certain 
automobile factory Monday morning at 8 
o’clock is transformed into a finished automo- 
bile, ready for the purchaser, by 5 o’clock Tues- 
day afternoon. When we realize that a man 
can now stand at a given point in the world and 
be heard by every other human being in the 
world who has a radio set, we marvel and thank 
God that we have been born in such amazing 
days. 

But what of our souls? Of what consequence 
is it that we can turn iron into a finished auto- 
mobile in less than 36 hours, or be heard around 
the world when we speak, if the inside of our 
lives has shriveled up? Historians will some 
day look back upon this age and declare it the 
most paradoxical in history.—Dr. Earl L. Doug- 
lass. 

e 
The Church Was Filled 
Luke 14:23. “That my house may be filled.” 

After the first Sunday of January, 1937, the 
Associated Press carried this item of news: 

Amesbury, Mass.—The Rev. Leon A. Dean 
wanted increased attendance at the Main 
Street Congregational Church. 

On the first Sunday of 19387, he offered free 
taxi service to and from church for any unable 
to walk. 

There could no longer be any excuse for non- 
attendance, he explained. 

Only 12 persons took advantage of the offer 
yesterday, but the church was well filled. 

@ 


General Chiang, Christian 
Job 1:8. “One that feareth God.” 
I—Chiang: A True Christian 

The reason Chiang Kai-shek’s attitude to- 
ward Chang Hsueh-liang is so incomprehensible 
to us is that, having become converted to Chris- 
tianity, he is following literally the teachings 
of Jesus. We accept those teachings in princi- 
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ple, but not in fact. Jesus teaches love for one’s 
enemies; returning good for evil and acknowl- 
edging and correcting one’s own faults before 
judging another. In all these respects Chiang 
has acted as a Christian should in such a case. 
Perhaps the Orient will show the Occident what 
Christianity really means.—Rev. Percy the 
Olton, Newark, N. J.—The New York Times, 
January, 1937. 
I1l—Asking for a Bible 

When one remembers that General and 
Madame Chiang for more than three years 
have sacredly kept an early morning hour for 
devotional Bible study together, and that 
Madame Chiang has often personally urged the 
challenge of Christianity upon many of the 
military and civil officials who come to call 
upon the general, one can more correctly ap- 
praise such statements as, for instance, this 
one from The New York Times: “The first 
thing that Generalissimo Chiang asked for 
after he was taken to his place of detention at 
Sian was a Bible, which he read assiduously 
during his imprisonment.”—William R. John- 
son. 
I11]—Christian Leadership in China 

I was recently asked what there is to show 
for the funds and the missionary effort which 
the churches have expended on China. One 
might reply that, though less than one Chinese 
in a thousand is a professing Christian, one in 
six of the persons whose names appear in 
China’s Who’s Who is a Christian. But even 
more do we find the answer in the absorbing 
scene of a nation under the leadership of a 
devout Christian being reunited and revitalized 
before our eyes.—William R. Johnson in 
Zion’s Herald. 


GHURGH AND SOCIERY 
dis Jb ARIEL, (DSI 


Soul Freedom 


Jno. 8:32. “The son therefore shall make you 
free.” 

Unless we want religion without intelligence, 
morality without law and order and govern- 
ment without thrift, self-respect and mutual 
co-operation—we must study anew the prin- 
ciples of Freedom, Liberty and Independence. 
America needs a few of those stirring Fourth 
of July orations and sermons which formerly 
fired our hearts and souls. The spirit of 
America as also the spirit of man is stronger 
than anything that can occur to it. Constitu- 
tional liberty and it’s there, does not destroy, 
but maintains the fundamental institutions of 
home, school, church, state, industry and 
leisure time. Industry will advance when we 
combine political freedom with educational 
freedom and soul freedom. Americans need to 
delve again into the history, soul and spirit 
of America. Many of the pioneers of freedom 
were men made ‘‘free’”’ by the Spirit of God. 
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Rolling Partitions 


One Room or Many 


As Occasion Demands 
B* the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 

can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 

Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
1841 Broadway New York City 

Offices in all principal cities 


CLARKS “UNITVPE” 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 

Also > 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES & 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL & GIFT PLATES 


W L.CLARK CO, Inc. Manufacturers 
52 LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK Est 1914 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


A YEAR-ROUND 
WORKER .... 


A Sheldon All-Aluminum Bulletin 
will aid you in making your church 
a success. Your messages can be 
displayed and read by all who pass 
your church. And, too, it costs so 
little to operate. Don’t hesitate any 
longer—send today for our free cat- 
alog with descriptions and prices. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Box 137EH Ashtabula, Ohio 


(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 


Best Materials x 


FINEST 
Wornmansnip 


x ndividual 
Glasses 


Yowest Prices, Send for Illustrated Catal 


INDIVIDUAL 
Room 328 HOL-TOS Chest Sees aan 
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3,531,020 COPIES SOLD 


of the First Nine Issues of 


Che Upper Room 
An All-Time Record in the Field of 
Religious Publications 


Here is the complete record: 


Third 
Quarter 


Fourth 
Quarter 


Second 
Quarter 


First 
Quarter 


100,000 
354,440 | 405,000 
700,580 | 750,000* 


160,000 
350,000 


211,000 
500,000 


Grand Total, Nine Quarterly Issues 


The above figures are the best testimonial that can be offered as to the effectiveness of 
THE UPPER ROOM as a daily devotional guide. No such record would have been 
possible without this nation-wide approval of its messages. 

Pastors of more than 15,000 congregations, representing every state in the Union and 
every foreign country where English is spoken, are ordering THE UPPER ROOM regu- 
larly each quarter for distribution to their members at 5 cents per copy. If you have 
not been using THE UPPER ROOM in your church, the third quarterly issue (for July, 
August, and September) would serve as a fine introduction. Use the consignment order 
form below, and a supply of the July, August, September issue will be sent you. All 
copies not sold may be returned for full credit. Order at once. 

In addition to the above more than 25,000 individuals are now having THE UPPER 
ROOM mailed to them direct. An individual, yearly subscription is 30 cents, postpaid; 
foreign 40 cents. A single copy by mail anywhere 10 cents. 


CONSIGNMENT ORDER INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION 


Issue for July, August, September 


(For use of Pastor or Group Leader. 
Order ten or more copies.) 


Tue Upper Room, 
Doctors’ Building, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Gentlemen: 


Please send me copies of The 
Upper Room, postpaid. I will sell these for five 
cents per copy and pay for same when sold. It 
is understood that I have the privilege of return- 
ing for credit any unsold copies. 


Name 


Street or Route 


State 


Tue Upper Room, 
Doctors’ Building, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Gentlemen: 


I am inclosing herewith thirty cents* for which 
please send me The Upper Room for one year, 


postpaid, beginning with 


quarterly issue. 


Name 


Street or Route 


Post-office State 


*Foreign, forty cents. 


Post-office 
July, August, September Issue Now Ready for Distribution 


-positor & Homiletic Review—July, 1937 


Page 353 


Ideals of Democracy 
I Tim. 3:15. “The pillar and foundation of the 
truth.” ; 

A main cause why democracy does not tri- 
umph more easily can be attributed to the fact 
that we are so largely affected by the legalistic 
or lawyevr’s definitions. To them, democracy is 
a definite political fulfilment, a political plan 
with a certain set of blueprints of facts, figures 
and forms. The social interpretation goes far- 
ther than any mere political plan. Rather, it 
seeks a better way of living, and the achieve- 
ment of liberty, freedom and human rights in a 
steadily progressive manner. Ethical aspects 
rather than legalistic concepts prevail in a real 
democracy. In a sense, they are intertwined, 
however. The church of Christ is society’s 
leading democratic institution. 

e@ 
Kingdom Gleanings 
Mark 16:15. “Proclaim the good news to all 
creation.” 

The coming Oxford Conference on Life and 
Work has outlined a far larger project than the 
attempt to discover “how many thousand 
angels can dance upon the point of a needle.” 
They propose to consider: 1. The Church and 
Community. The use of moral and spiritual 
principles by educational and inspirational 
methods. The building of a program of social 
activities from the needs of the community. 
The attitude toward other secular agencies in 
helping to better society. 2. Relation of Church 
to State. Can the State ever nationalize the 
church? Are church and state different aspects 
of a single entity? 3. Church, Community and 
State in relation to Social Order. Should 
churches allow their ministers to discuss ethical 
aspects of business and politics? The Chris- 
tian Church is going forward. 


3 OC OR Sek 


A HERMIT IN THE HIMALAYAS 


By Paul Brunton, author of ‘The Secret Path,” “A 
Search in Secret India,” etc. Dutton. 322 pp. $2.50. 


The author acclaimed as knowing more about Yoga 


than any living westerner, retired into the fastnesses of 
the Tibetan mountains in order to carry out for himself 
the injunction, ‘‘Be still and know that I am God.” The 
volume is a journal of experiences induced by the soli- 
tude and inspiration of the lofty Himalayas and brings to 
the reader the happy assurance that it IS possible for a 
modern city dweller (the product of western civiliza- 
tion) to achieve solitude through which may be gath- 
ered inward preparation for the exigencies and struggles 
of modern life. 


The author says, “I think the final news which I shall 


bring away from these peaks is also extremely ancient— 


that of God’s reality. The higher Power is no mere arti- 
cle of belief to me, but a verity—authentic, undeniable 


and supreme, even though it be so hidden. I think too 


that I have learned the highest wisdom is to find and 
then surrender to this Power. But to discover It we 
need to go into the Silence every day for a little while, 
retiring from the outer world to enter the inner world 
wherein It abides.” 
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Religious Growth 
I Cor. 2:10. “For the Spirit fathoms ever 
thing.” 

Are we more or less religious-minded th: 
our elders? Who really knows? But no o1 
will be shot who makes a serious effort to fi: 
out. Here is the one test: a hundred yea 
ago and more, a most animated subject wi 
religion. It surely was not politics, spor 
movies, night clubs, clothes and styles, playi: 
the tape, et cetera. Spirited debates concen 
ing the primacy of Faith and Works, Regene 
tion, Conversion and Destiny were then popul 
subjects, and were freely discussed in hon 
shop and on public streets. Debaters had 
fear of losing patronage. They not only su 
scribed to “Artieles of Faith,’ but were willi/ 
Builders of Faith. 

e 
Apocalyptic Rapture 
Matt. 24:6. “That is not the end.” 

A whole lot of Scripture can be used to a 
fend both pre and post-millenialism. We has 
met scholars of both schools who could su 
cessfully defend each viewpoint. We sh¢ 
never get very far in our growth in gra 
through bitter attacks upon those who belie 
in “‘Dispensational Truth,” “‘Millenial Dawn 
ism, apocalyptic visions, “‘gifts of tongues” a£ 
“Second Comings.’”’ We may not agree wi 
a certain school of interpretation, but Chri 
tian toleration and true humility must gi 
respect to many excellent persons, who pra 
ably know their Bible much better than w 
and whose lives are in preparation and rea: 
ness for any sudden possible social turnoys 
We must never be “defeatists,” however. TI’ 
present social order is largely our creation, a£ 
God expects you and me to help make it pos 
ble for humans to live happily therein. 


EV | Eve 


THE BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION OF A CHURCH 
By Boker Cashman. Willett, Clark and Company. $1.! 
Pp- 

_ This volume belongs to the series entitled The M) 
ister’s Professional Library which is designed to aid 

minister on the professional side of his work. 1 
Cashman is business manager of the Chicago Theologi? 
Seminary and has had many years of experience in 

business management of both congregations and chu 
institutions. As a layman he contributes a_ help 
point of view and adds to this a really sympathetic » 
sight into the peculiar problems of the pastorate as — 
lated to the business side of the work of a congre? 
tion. The book is full of practical, usable suggestions 
the conduct and equipment of the office, files and rt 
ords, correspondence, organization, advertising, finar 
and the like, which would benefit any pastor, and wo 
be a perfect lifesaver to many if put into practi 
Chapters are included on the sexton, the use of ti 

personal conduct, care of property, the swindling } 
ministers, the conduct of conventions and execu 

leadership. There is a treatment also of stewards 

At the close is an exhortation to laymen toward bet! 
co-operation with pastors. The book is written in 
plain, practical style and fills a useful place in the litey 
ture of the practical aspects of the Christian minist) 

H. 


Expositor > Homiletic Review—July, 19! 


Just Published 


Thinnest Reference Bible 
in the World 


OXFORD ONYX TYPE 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


Pocket size volumes, yet easy to 
read because of the use of new type, 
specially cut for this Bible. 

Printed on fine white Bible paper, 
also the new 

Ultrathin 
Oxford India Paper 


The Oxford India Paper styles 
measure a scant 75 of an inch in 
thickness. (Size, 7x434 inches.) 


Made in Reference, Concordance 
and S. S. Teachers’ editions. (22 
styles.) 


At all booksellers. Send for literature. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
114 Fifth Avenue New York 


Chancel Furniture 


mmunion Tables, Baptismal Fonts, Bulletin and 
mn Boards, Registers, Collection Plates, Opera 
d Folding Chairs, etc. The finest furniture at 
story-to-you prices. Tell us about your needs. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


16 South Fourth St. Greenville, Illinois 
Since 1892 


Choir-Pulpit 
GOWNS 


Hangings, Bible Markers, 
etc. Fine materials, beau- 
tiful work. State your needs. 
Catalog and Samples 
on request 


ile DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1153 S. 4th St. Greenville, fll. 
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THIS MAN 


Is a Member of 
Your Congregation 


Ever since his parents passed to their 
reward, this man has been pondering an 
important question: How can he express 
his devotion in a particularly fitting 
manner? What type of Memorial will 
best keep fresh the memory of his loved 
ones? 

To suggest a Deagan Carillon is to earn 
his lifelong gratitude — and to endow 
your church with a golden voice that 
heightens its beauty, extends its influ- 
ence and gives new significance to the 
observance of every occasion. Consider 
the melodic beauty of the stirring hymns 
pealing forth every day from your 
church, and you will understand why 
the dedication of Deagan Tower Bells 
invariably marks the beginning of a new 
chapter of progress in church affairs. 

You will be interested in full par- 
ticulars. May we send them to you? 


J: C. DEAGAN, INC. 
141 Deagan Building Chicago, IIl. 
Glorious, Golden-Voiced 


The World's Finest Carillons are Built in America by 
J.C. Deagan Inc., Chicago, U.S.A. Available 
for as little as $6000 
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WHEN HALF-GODS GO. A SKETCH OF THE EMER- 
GENCE OF RELIGIONS. 

By Charles Lemuel Dibble, D. C. L. Morehouse Publish- 
ing Company. 202 pp. $1.75. 


This is the second volume of The Layman’s Library, 
which aims to present theology in non-technical lan- 
guage. Mr Dibble, who is a lawyer in Kalamazoo, Mich- 
igan, is an active and prominent Episcopalian layman 
whose varied experience as counsel in ecclesiastical pro- 
ceedings has led him to the study of religions. His view- 
point is that of the high church Anglican, with certain 
variations of his own. He maintains on the basis of his- 
torical study and comparison that religions have 
emerged rather than evolved; that these emergencies 


(or revelations) have been objective, not subjectiv 
The whole discussion is interesting and instructive, sin: 
Mr, Dibble, who has a fine gift of clear, logical expos 
tion has read widely and thought deeply into his gre 
subject. One can hardly fail to be helped and stimulat; 
by the reading of this able book on a live issue, ev 
though exceptions may be taken to various conclusio« 
as to the basic similarities of all religions with Chri 
tianify, to the lumping of all Protestants under o; 
heading, and to the meager attention paid to the strii 
ing difference between Christianity and the ethnic n 
ligions. The style is clear, direct and well-adapted 

carry over the needed attack on the shallow, naturalist: 
view of religion that is so prevalent in these aa 


6 
Mid-Week Services 


SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL- 


The meetings for July should be held out-of- 
doors, either on the church lawn or on an at- 
tractive lawn of one of the church-members. 
The matter of lighting is usually attended to 
on both home and church lawns; but the ques- 
tion of seats is manifestly more easily attended 
to at the church lawn. 


I. The Abolition of Selfishness 

Song, ‘‘Let the Lower Light Be Burning.” 

A prayer that we may be able to conquer 
selfishness. 

Bible verse in concert, John 3:16. 

Song, “Love Lifted Me.” 

Statement by the leader of the meeting: Be- 
fore Christ came, the world was a selfish place. 
Every man thought of his own interests and 
the thought of gain was the principal thought 
of life. 

Song, “He’s a Wonderful Saviour to Me.” 

Jesus came and first He taught His followers 
to think about the welfare of those nearest 
them. Reading or talk, John 1:40-42. 

Song, ‘‘Throw Out the Life-Line.” 

Then Jesus caused His followers to long to 
interest their friends in Him. By just so much 
was the horizon of the individual widened 
spiritually. Luke 5:27-32. 

Song, ‘Rescue the Perishing.”’ 

The horizon of His followers was still very 
much limited. They had to be sent before they 
would think of going to tell their own nation 
the greatest news in the world. Matt. 10:5-8. 

Special song, ‘‘Where Cross the Crowded 
Ways of Life.” 

Jesus Himself led when the good news was 
carried to Samaria. New mental and spiritual 
horizons seem to be attained with some diffi- 
culty. John 4:39-42. 

a Prayer-song, “Open Mine Eyes That I May 
ee. 

As His last words to His disciples, the Lord 
Jesus tried to open their hearts still further, 
to drive them still further away from selfish- 
ness when He gave the great commission, which 
leads us to think first of all others. Matt. 
28:18-20. 

Song, “Others.” 
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Self-examination: How far do your spiritut 
horizons extend? To what extent are you con 
mitted to the cause of missions? 

Benediction. 

e 
II. “In Such A Night As This” 

Leader: In Shakespeare’s, ‘‘Merchant « 
Venice” a bride and groom spend several mi. 
utes speaking of all the things that have has 
pened on beautiful moonlight nights. TI 
events of which they speak are drawn from tk 
classics and from mythology. Tonight let 7 
think together of some of the scriptural event 
(New Testament) which have taken place 
night. 

Song, “Ye Must Be Born Again.”’ 

Song, ‘‘“Now the Day Is Over.” 

Reading, Ps. 19:1-3. 

Bible story, “The Night a Star Shone an 
Shepherds Watched,” by someone who wi 
connect with the beauty and mystery of ti 
night the beautiful stories found in Luli 
2:8-16 and Matt. 2:1-11. (J recognize the fat 
that these events did not happen during ti! 
same night. The whole Christmas story is ; 
“ught” story.) 

Song, ‘“‘Tell Me the Story of Jesus.”’ 

Reading, Gen. 1:1-5. 

Bible story, Gethsemane was a garden whe* 
Jesus loved to go at night. The sad story of HI 
betrayal there is a night story. Told by som 
one who has studied Matt. 26:36-46. 

Reading, Sidney Lanier’s, “Into the Woov 
My Master Went.’ 

Song, “That Dreadful Night Before Hi 
Death,” or ‘Olive’s Brow.” 

Bible Story—Peter’s Deliverance from Pi 
son was at night—by one who can draw tl! 
dark night-picture contained in Acts 12:1-1! 

Hymn, “God Will Take Care of You.” 

Bible Story, “Song in the Night,” by om 
who has studied the story of the persecute 
missionaries who spent the night singing ar 
praying in spite of insurmountable difficultie 
Acts 16:16-34. 

Song, “No Night There.’ | 

A prayer that we may use our nights : 
times of victory for Christ. 


ee ee ee 
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COMPREHENSIVE 
CONCORDANCE 
To The Holy Scriptures 


A new edition, completely 
reprinted from new plates, 
specially designed for easy 
reading; compact, handy, 
arranged in strict alpha- 
betical order, durably 
bound. $3.00. 


At all bookstores or from 


MACMILLAN 
60 Fifth Ave., New York 


ee ES oS 38 


1 AE NERY? KECK: 


AIMED: GUISS: 


1010:W-GENESEE: ST 2] 
SYRACUSE :N‘Y:+ 3 


STANDARD 
COLLEGE COURSE 


IN 
BIBLICAL EDUCATION 


Prepares for Christian Service 
and Entrance to Graduate 
Courses of a Theological Seminary. 
Semester 


WELL BALANCED COURSE 
Arts and Science 
Biblical Education 


Four-Year Residence Course 


DEGREE OF B.A. IN BIBLICAL ARTS 
Evangelical Co-educational 
Co-operating with the Churches 


Average Annual Expense, Tuition, Room 
Board - - - - - - $300 
Also courses for Pastor’s Assistant, Church 


Secretary and local church workers (di loma) 
Chartered in the American Theological Seminary 


APPLY NOW FOR SEPTEMBER CLASSES 
LIMITED ENROLLMENT 


WILMINGTON BIBLE COLLEGE 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 
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Sunday School Literature 


Strictly-Non-Sectarian 


Quarterlies and Papers 
following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 
including an 


Advanced Quarterly 


in monthly parts 


Samples sent on application by 
any Sunday School Official. 


Address 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
BOX 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


HE thief in your church is Indifference. Indiffer- 

ence steals the congregation and the Sunday school. 

Indifference employs every modern method to 
entice church members. He uses the park, playground, 
resort, automobile, movie, theater, the gun and the rod 
— everything imaginable to steal the people from your 
church. You must take advantage of modern methods 
and overcome this great giant Indifference. 

Indifference is your biggest competitor. Meet com- 
petition by creating and holding interest and enthu- 
siasm. 

Hundreds, yes, thousands, of churches have learned 
that there is nothing so successful as a parish paper. 
A local church paper gives strength and power to meet 
Indifference. 

Your church can have its own local paper without 
cost if you follow our plan. In fact, you can make it a 
source of revenue. Ask for free samples of local parish 
papers and particulars. 


The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Send me free of charge full particulars and samples 


City Re een eee ec ae eens se see= 
Exp.& H.R.: July 
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MODERN BOOKCASES FQ? MODEST BUDGET 
Only $4278 ror 
COMPLETE 3 SECTION 


MT GROWS WITH YOUR LIBRARY? 
SECTIONAL BOOKCASE 
Sold direct from Factory 

on 30-day approval ; 
Furnished in different materi- 
als, designs and finishes, impart- 
ing almost any desired effect. 
Write for Catalog No.E77 show- 
ing other new attractive designs 
at correspondingly low prices. 


The C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 


(Established 1899) Little Falls, N. Y. 
New York Showroom: 130 West 42nd St. (Tel. Wis.i7-8663) 


CATHEDRAL CHIMES 
WITH ELECTRIC ACTION 
z NOW AVAILABLE TO ALL 

Our new Chimes invention now makes it 
possible for you to add these high quality 
chimes to your pipe organ, Hammond 
Electric, reed organ, piano or other 

musical combination at an amaz- 

ingly low cost. These chimes al- 3 
ways remain an independent musi- 
cal instrument. They can be at- 
tached to any part of the auditori- 
umor building. Beautiful in design; 
silent in action; and possessing clear 
bell-like tones these chimes fill along 
feltneed. Send for free descriptive 
booklet. No obligation whatsoever 
WALL MODEL Low convenient terms if desired 
Fong ie Orsa"s MAAS ORGAN CAMPANY, Ltd. 
3015 CASITAS AVE.,Los Angeles, Calif 


OUR POLICY: Factory to you direct means LOW COST 


D*LonG FURRITURE CO 


MAKERS OF FINE CHURCH WODUSORK 


PORTABLE MODEL 
For Hammonds, Pianos, 
Reed Organs, 
HOME, ORCHESTRA, Ete 


installations, 


50€42ndST. .4 i 
New York 
eed 


1505 RACE ST 
PHILA: PA 


-Peuss: Chancel FURNITURE: Fonts: 


- JFDE. FACTORY - AT TOPTON PA- 


A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure 


Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS!! 


Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, articles, 
essays, etc., at a most modest cost. 
Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You 


get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 
Circular FREE on request 
Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
210 Fifth Avenue., New York City 
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Song, “There’s a Land That Is Fairer Than 
Day.” 

Benediction. 

e 
Ill. A Night of Song 

An open-air evening of song can be made 
a memorable occasion. Invite numbers 02> 
people who love to sing. Have the best leader 
of congregational song obtainable and do no” 
use too many special numbers. The people 
will want to do the most of the singing. 

Begin the meeting by reading Psalm 100 
without announcement. 

The songs should be announced by groups 
and the subject of each group of songs shoula 
be kept before the people by casual reference: 
or by the use of mimeographed programs op 
other suitable means. 

Group I. Songs of Choosing Jesus: 

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

“If Jesus Goes With Me.” 

“T Choose Jesus.” 

“Who At My Door Is Standing?’’ 

“T Surrender All.” 

“Give Me Thy Heart.” 

Group II. Prayer-Songs: Have somebody. 
read the first stanza of the first song as 4 
spoken prayer. Then ask the congregation to 
offer the rest of the prayer. Speak about what 
each prayer is about. 

“More Love to Thee, O Christ.” 

“Have Thine Own Way, Lord.” 

“Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 

“Make Me a Channel of Blessing Today.” 

Group III. Songs of Fellowship with Christ. 

“Stepping in the Light.” 

“T Walk With the King.” 

“The Touch of His Hand on Mine.” 

“He Leadeth Me.” 

“He’s My Friend.” 

Group IV. Songs of Service for Christ: 

“Give of Your Best to the Master.” 

“True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted.”’ 

“Something for Thee.” 

“Help Me Find My Place.”’ 

“Win the One Next to You.” 

“QO Zion, Haste.” 

Group V. Songs of Heaven: 

“Jerusalem, the Golden.” 

“Beautiful Zion.” 

“Tn the Land Where We’ll Never Grow Old.”’ 

“When They Ring Those Golden Bells for 
You and Me.” 

Benediction, “God Be With You Till We 
Meet Again”’ or “Blest Be the Tie That Binds.’' 


Since July is a time when people are inter: 
ested in fishing, it might be interesting to have 
a meeting on fishing. 

IV. Fishing 

Song, “Haven of Rest.” ; 

Reading by Charles Kingsley, ‘Three Fishers 
Went Sailing Out Into the West.” 

Song, “Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 

Bible reading, Gen. 1:20-238. 
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Song, “O Master-Workman of the Race.” 
Round-Table Discussion: Questions: 

1. Who was Jonah and how is he connected 
ith the subject of fish? 

2. In what way did the Lord Jesus refer to 
nah’s adventure? 

38. What fishermen were given a bigger and 
tter job by the Lord Christ? 

4. Who can tell the story of the fish with 
oney in its mouth? 

5. On what occasion did Jesus provide fish 
a number of people at once? 

6. What fisherman did Christ help on two 
fferent occasions (one after His resurrection) 
catch miraculous numbers of fish? 

7. What does the Lord think about letting 
hing keep one from God’s house? 

8. How should a Christian regard the game 
ws with regard to fish? 

9. How does one fish for men? 

Chorus: ‘I Will Make You Fishers of Men.” 
A prayer that our work and our play may be 
nsecrated to Christ. 

Song, “It’s Just Like His Great Love.”’ 
Benediction. 


OW READEST THOU? 


(Continued from page 337) 


sus said to his disciples, ‘“Our friend Lazarus 
epeth,”’ they thought he was speaking of 
king rest in natural sleep, but Jesus said to 
em plainly, “Lazarus is dead.” It was Laz- 
us who was dead. It was Lazarus who was 
ised up, and Lazarus who came from the 
mb; not from the realms of glory, but from 
ie tomb where they had laid him four days 
fore. 

A further view that is called a “‘coming,”’ is 
such events as the destruction of Jerusalem, 
id other judgments that have come in great 
ises in human affairs. There is no direct 
aching of any such coming of Christ in the 
ew Testament. It is a thing assumed, and 
thing more. 

The next of these five “comings” that this 
iter states he finds taught in the scriptures, 
“His coming at the end of the age.” This is 
ie only coming we are willing to accept as 
ie teaching of the Word of God, and it is 
e only coming that will fulfill the prophecies, 
id complete the plan of redemption. 

The writer refers to the statement of Jesus 
cerning some who were standing before him 
ho would not taste of death till they had seen 
m coming in his kingdom. Has this expositor 
rerlooked the record of that event immedi- 
ely following this statement of our Lord? In 
ibstance it is stated that Jesus took Peter, 
mes and John, and went up into an high 
ountain apart, and was transfigured before 
em. The details of this scene we need not 
peat. It should be clear that this was a super- 
tural occurrence that was a most wonder- 
1 illustration of what the glory and reality 
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MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TR oO’ fe NN ais 
220BROADWAY NY. CITY 


‘BELLS 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of various 
styles sent on receipt of 25 cents. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 
27 N. 6th St. 
PHILADELPHIA 


CHURCH MEMORIAL 
WINDOWS 


SINCE 1888 


Vie AS Ee LN GC. 


STAINED GLASS STUDIOS 
30-36 N. 8TH STREET READING, PA. 
WRITE FOR BOOKLET 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs 


Full Upholstered Back and Seat Rubber Feet 
Write for Details. $16.00 a dozen 


REDINGTON CO., Dept.89, Scranton, Pa. 


288 PAGES 


“Best All- Use Boo 


Pastor, 
Another says, 
Pe cllcattorEvacpetiealetvort; fit 


paid, 
writing for returnable samp 

HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
5701-H West Lake St. Chicago, Illinoi 


Individual 


“THE SANITARY”? Jndividuat 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


The individual communion 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We intro- 
duced individual cups. We 
make the finest quality of 
beautiful polished trays and 
thousands of satis- 
Send for 

quota - 


CUPS 


supply 
fied congregations. 
free Catalog with 
tions. 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester, N. Y. 


ORK UNION 


AcA D EMW 

An Honor Christian School with the highest 
academic rating. Junior Schoo] from six years. 
Housemother. Separate building. Upper School 
prepares for university or business. ROTC. 
Every modern equipment. Catalogue, Dr. J. J. 
Wicker, Box 223, Fork Union, Virginia. 
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Bible Poster Stamps 


A new method of Bible Study, based on young people’s 
interest in collecting stamps. 
Sunday School Teachers find this new method stimulates 
attendance and interest. Greatest educational pastime for 
children as well as adults. 
96 beautiful Stamps, size 13%, x 214”. Bible Poster Stamp 
Album, size 6% x 9%”, 16 pages and cover. Space for 
96 stamps. Bible verse on back of stamps agrees with verse 
in Album. Album and 24 stamps, $.35. Album and 96 
stamps, $.75, postpaid. 

Order from local Church Supply Houses or direct 


BIBLE POSTER STAMP CO. 
231 West 28th Street, New York, N. Y. 


THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by HALL craftsmen. 


= CHURCH FURNITURE 


DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 
Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 
Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School 
Furniture. We allow for or sell your old equipment. 
Catalogue and details on request, 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT. C SCRANTON, PA. 


\AIGHOIR GOWNS 
BULPIT VESTMENTS 

Hangings Ornaments-Fringes- 
-Furnishingsand Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 


nowett FI LMO 


(ib 7 NY. 8 
FEM UN 
xy" ri 


Motion Picture Equipment 
for your church 


BELL & HOWELL COMPANY 
1830 LARCHMONT AVENUE, CHICAGO 


ORIGINAL SPECIALLY PREPARED to your 
SERMONS requirements. Nothing duplicated. 


ver 20 years’ substantial experi- 


SPEECHES = ence nies busy dele and 
writers. Moderate char to all. 
THESES ~ tee GS ES NOCh 


AUTHOR’S RESEARCH BUREAU, 516 5th Ave. New York City 


Communion Cups | 


Send_ for Folder and SPECIAL ace es 
OFFER at low prices. Glasses $1.00 « BE 
Dozen, Tray and 36 glasses $6.50 up. 
Beautiful HROMIUM - PLATED 

uminum, Wood and Silver-plated 
Services. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc, 
Thomas Communion Service, Box 15 Lima, Ohio 
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of the Master’s coming and Kingdom would be: 
A reference to the words of the apostle Peter 
will clear up this matter at once. “We have 
not followed cunningly devised fables when we 
made known unto you the power and coming 0 
our Lord Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.’ He then declares they heard the 
voice from heaven saying: ‘‘This is my belovec 
Son in whom I am well pleased.” “And this 
voice we heard when we were with him in the 
holy mount.” He then cites us the prophecies 
which he declares are a light in a dark places 
‘“‘Whereunto ye do well to take heed until the 
day dawn and the day star arise in youn 
hearts.” 

Why try to read into the Word of God tha‘ 
which is not there—implying that human wis: 
dom and tradition should supersede the scrip¢ 
tures? The hope of Paul is clearly expressec 
in I. Thess. 4:13, and to the close of the chap 
ter. He speaks of those who have departeo 
this life as asleep. He declares that Christ isi 
coming to raise the dead. He shows that tha 
living saints will be caught up to meet tha 
Lord, as he also writes to the Corinthian 
church, recorded in I Cor. 15, concerning tha 
change that is to come “in a moment, in tha 
twinkling of an eye.’”? And the grand climax 
of it all is: “So shall we ever be with the Lord! 
Wherefore comfort ye one another with these 
words.” Verily, much theology is decidedly at 
variance with the teaching of this man of 
God, who is said to have been ‘‘A chosen vesse: 
of the Lord” to preach the Gospel to the Gen- 
tiles. Which testimony is likely to be the 
truth? In the words of our Master, we ask : 
“How readest thou?” 

e 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


For Sale: 220 feet of curved oak pews, ex-i 
cellent condition. Book racks included. Wil! 
seat 150 adults. Ramsey Reformed Church. 
Titonka, Iowa. 

For Sale: Practically new sound-on-film 
motion picture outfit suitable for showing 
either silent or “‘talkie” films. Ideal for Parish 
or School use. Guaranteed like new. Save al- 
most 50% of list price. Write for detail in- 
formation. Box 40, The Expositor. 


For Sale: One 9x12% King Jobber Press: 
throw off chases, Rollers, Cases. Good condi- 
tion, with motor that works like new. F. O. B: 
$125.00. Charles Manchester, 207 Peach 
Street, Butler, Pa. 


Your Vacation: Plan now. Cool breezes, 
beautiful shade trees, quiet and rest, boat, fish. 
My summer cottage at your disposal. Shores 
of Thayer Lake, Michigan. 30 miles north of 
Travers City. Reduced rental to ministers. 
Clyde D. King, Waterman, Illinois. 
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JUST RIGHT 


JUST RIGHT 
STATIONERY 


SERVICE 


JRS 


HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 


Printed to Order; Neatly Boxed; Postpaid; Satisfaction Guaranteed 


iseenscawce 100 250 500 1M 

Goweoae $1.00 $1.75 $2.50 $4.00 
aR GS 1.00 1.75 2.50 4.00 
teem 1.50 2.50 4.00 7.00 
eee 2.00 3.50 5.50 10.00 


Send for Samples 


Dept. E—800 Stewart Avenue, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


STANDARD HOME STUDY COURSES 


Degree courses for persons with one year of residence 

credit (may be satisfied in Evening School at Phila., Pa., 

and Wilmington, Del.). Courses for the college and 

seminary grad. Reasonable tuition. 

24 teachers, graduates of 40 accredited institutions. 
Write for application and catalog 


AMERICAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Wilmington, Delaware 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion Linens 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Marking 100 years of ser- 1937 


vice to the church and clergy 


COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23rp STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Your Members Will Pay-——, 


eir subscriptions more promptly if they are informed 
quently of the state of their account. In our system a 
icord of the entire financial transaction is kept on one 
plicate sheet. The original is perforated by quarters, 

that four times a year the statement can be sent out, 
aile the recorder retains the duplicate. Write for par- 
fulars and samples. The price is very reasonable. 


he Hauke L ress ak nies aatirmte 


| 


DELAWARE g 


CHAIRS “UNEXCELLED 


SINCE 1870” 


| 
| Need new chairs for your Sunday School rooms? 
| Write for illustrated pamphlet and prices. 


DELAWARE CHAIRS « Delaware, O. 


Double-cane, Fibre and Wooden Seat Chairs 


YMN BOOKS 70 7.3.°" 


bation. Our hymnals will meet all of your 
hiirements. Write: 


muel W. Beazley & Son 


5 Armitage Ave. Chicago, Ill. 


Samples submitted on request 


Church Windows $333 


The Von Gerichten Studios 


Craftsmen in Stained Glass 
1551-557 So. High St. Columbus, Ohio 


4 Information and prices given without any obligation 
| - to purchase 

| 

| 
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GOWNS 
MODERATELY PRICED 
FINEST QUALITV. MATERIAL § 


O” WA/TE FOR SA/PLES "UM 


E.R.MOORE CO. iso; 
932 DAKIN ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 


PIPE ORGANS 


OF FINEST QUALITY 
Built in All Sizes 
Write Us 
A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 


Established 1873 Orrville, Ohio 


Complete sets or individual 
pieces built to order. Com- 
munion Tables, Pulpits, Read- 
ing Desks, Baptismal Fonts, 


CHURCH 
FURNITURE 


Pews, Pew Cushions, Altar 
BF ana MAS ‘ et Crosses, Collection Plates. 
e Saeie taeg ale e Write for catalog 


VICTOP: Portable Ask for List of 
$TEREOPTICON | Al ea el 


No be Se SLIDES 


DAVENPORT, 
1OWA. 


~ 


Hundreds of New 
SPECIAL SERMONS—ADDRESSES 


Sixteen Supplements (loose leaf, to fit cover) Now Ready 
No. 18 — Fifteen Funeral:Sermons. .....-.--<--<.- $1.40 
No. 11 — Fifteen Inspiring Revival Sermons------- 1.40 


PASTORS IDEAL BOOK COMPANY 
3618 E, Wabash Avenue Terre Haute, Indiana 


Ear rEANIE 
A E 


MILE, OF. Fer 


EASY TO GET 


Collecting a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Society. 
The coins will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used. Write for Samples and Prices. 


THE HARRISON CO. UNION CITY, IND. 
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